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Giving 


By Miles Winfred 


HAT shall I give to Him 
Who gives me all I have? 
My heart’s first waking, tenderest thought, 
Thanksgiving for His love. 


Complete allegiance to Himself 
Who all things is to me, 

My source of strength and happiness 
Of joy that is to be. 


re 
Is the Lord's Return Near? 


Often in the minds of believers to- 
day is the wistful question, How soon 
will Christ come back to earth? And 
from many burdened hearts throughout 
the world goes up the cry, “How long, 
O Lord?” The Lord Jesus warned His 
disciples not to set dates: “But of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only” (Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32). But 
He did prophesy many signs of His ap- 
proaching return. The most impressive 
sign that has yet appeared is the re- 
establishment of the State of Israel in 
May, 1948. Another is the growing feel- 
ing among believers throughout the 
world that His coming is fast approach- 
ing. The Salvation Army watchword 
for 1952 is “The Midnight Cry.” Gen- 


eral Albert Orsborn, head of the Army, 
issued a call to all Salvationists in the 
War Cry (Nov. 10, 1951), urging them 


to rally to that slogan during the com- 
ing year. “Would my contemporaries 
say that the state of the world is better 
now than it was, say fifty years ago?” 
he asks. “Or would they agree with me 
that .. . the world is uneasy, restless, 
frightened, and troubled, and over wide 
areas, very dark? _. . It is my convic- 
tion that the world’s clock is nearly at 
midnight. . . . ‘Our Lord delays His 
coming’ is a sign of a lampless and 
lethargic carelessness, against which we 
must sound an alarm in God’s holy 
mountain, ‘Awake! Awake! The King 
is at hand!’ All this does not mean that 
we have worked out a time schedule for 
the Lord’s return, . Nevertheless, we 
believe profoundly and we look with 
earnest expectation to the coming of the 
Lord and to the reign of peace and 
righteousness, .. . This is not an alarm- 
ist or pessimistic message. The night 
is real, the midnight dark and menacing, 
but the morning cometh! I call upon 
Salvationists everywhere to read the 
Bible, especially the words of the Lord 
Jesus, on these significant issues. Think 
and pray until, with eyes cleared of self- 
ish, earth-bound mists, you see the signs 
of the times, the challenge of evil, and 
the exceeding greatness of the Saviour’s 


< 


power and glory. Then, Bible in hand, 
set your trumpet to your lips, and lift 
up your voices in ‘The Midnight Cry!’ 
until, like the jailer in another mid- 
night, men cry ‘men and brethren, what 
must I do to be saved?’” Dr, Clarence 
H. Benson, executive secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion, sent out with his Christmas card 
a booklet discussing the question, “The 
Second Coming of Christ—Is It Near?” 
(Southeastern Bible School, 1401 S, 29th 
St.. Birmingham 5, Ala.) He gives a 
number of facts upon which Christ based 
the fulfillment of His prophecies con- 
cerning His coming, and a number of 
signs that would indicate its proximity. 
And in many letters coming to THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Trmes offices from Chris- 
tians all over the world there are ex- 
pressions of longing, hope, and real 
conviction concerning the near return of 
Christ. If it is unscriptural to say ex- 
actly when He will come, it is equally 
so to say when He will not. For, as Dr. 
Benson has pointed out, He Himself 
said: “Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. " 
Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh” (Matt, 24: 42-44). 
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Samuel Rutherford’s Letters 


This editorial reviews “The Letters of Samuel Rutherford,” newly edited, 
and with an essay entitled “Rutherford Today,” by Frank E. Gaebelein, 


Litt.D. 


HEN, in the phrase of Alexander 
MacLaren (commenting on Phi- 
lippians 4:6), a Christian is 


caught “in the hot pincers of real 
trouble,” there is nothing like the letters 
of Samuel Rutherford to lift his heart 
and teach him to take it patiently. For 
he went through deep waters himself, 
and had a gift that has seldom if ever 
been surpassed for comforting others. 
In 1627 Rutherford became minister of 
the church in the village of Anwoth in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Great is our Lord, and of great 
power: his understanding is in- 
finite” (Psa. 147:5). 




















(Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle St.. Chicago 10; $3.50.) 


Scotland. During the first years of his 
labors there, “the sore illness of his 
wife was a bitter trial to him. Her dis- 
tress was very severe.” He wrote: “She 
is sore tormented night and day.—My 
life is bitter unto me.—She sleeps none, 
and cries as a woman travailing in birth; 
my life was never so wearisome.” This 
condition lasted for thirteen months, un- 
til she died, and beside this, his two 
children had been taken from him, Just 
before his wife’s death in 1630, he him- 
self was laid aside by a fever for thir- 
teen weeks, and he wrote in the midst 
of it, “Welcome, welcome, cross of 
Christ, if Christ be with it”; “An af- 
flicted life looks very like the way that 
leads to the Kingdom.” Some time later 
his mother came to live with him, and 
she became very ill. He wrote to a 
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friend, “My mother is weak, and I think 
shall leave me alone; but I am not alone, 
because Christ’s Father is with me.” 
Samuel Rutherford was one of the 
godly scholars of his day, working with 
such men as Gillespie, Henderson, Blair, 
Dickson, and others. In 1636 he pub- 
lished his elaborate defense of grace 
against the Arminians, in Latin. Be- 
cause of it, and nonconformity to the 
acts of Episcopacy, on’ July 27, 1636, he 
was called before the High Commission 
Court, where he appeared in his own 


defense. “He was deprived of his min- 
isterial office,” wrote his biographer, 
Andrew Bonar, “which he had exer- 


cised at Anwoth for a period of nine 
years, and banished to Aberdeen. The 
next day (writing at evening on the 
subject), he tells of his sentence, and 
calls it ‘the honour that I have prayed 
for these sixteen years. He made up 
his mind to leave Anwoth at once, ob- 
serving, , . . ‘I propose to obey the King, 
who has power over my body.’ His only 
alarm was lest this separation from his 
flock might be a chastisement on him 
from the Lord, ‘because I have not been 
so faithful in the end as I was in the 
two first years of my ministry, when 
sleep departed from mine eyes through 
care for Christ’s lambs.’” 

When he arrived in Aberdeen in Sep- 
tember of that year, “the clergy and doc- 
tors took the opportunity of Rutherford’s 
arrival to commence a series of attacks 
on the special doctrines of grace which 
he held. . Often. on the streets, he 
was pointed as ‘the banished minister’; 
and hearing of this, he remarked, ‘I am 
not ashamed of my garland.’” Some 
blamed him for not being ‘prudent 
enough,’ as we have seen men ready to 
do in similar cases in our own day; but 
he replies, ‘It is ordinary that that 
should be part of the cross of those who 
suffer for Him.’ His deepest affliction 
. Was separation from his flock at Anwoth. 
Nothing can exceed his tender sorrow 
over this flock.” 

Dr. Frank Gaebelein, headmaster of 
the Stony Brook School for Boys on 
Long Island, has done a fine piece of 
work in editing a new edition of Samuel 
Rutherford’s Letters as the eighth vol- 
ume in “The Wycliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics” issued by the Moody 
Press. The volume is attractive, uni- 
form with the others, with dark green 
cloth covers, red and gold end piece, a 
book plate stamped on the inside cover, 
and the text printed in readable type 
on good paper—the kind of book that a 
booklover likes to handle and have on 
his shelves. But it is of course the con- 
tents that make this new volume so valu- 
able. It is a condensation of the earlier 
volume edited by the Rev. Andrew A. 
Bonar, D.D., brother of Horatius Bonar 
and friend of Robert Murray McCheyne 
—and the reviewer has both before him 
as he writes. In the earlier edition there 
are 365 letters, one for every day in the 
year; and the biographical sketch of 
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Rutherford covers nearly thirty pages. 
There are also an index, a glossary of 
the old Scottish words, and several ap- 
pendixes, one of which includes the 
nineteen verses of the famous hymn be- 
ginning, “The sands of time are sinking, 
the dawn of Heaven breaks.” A note 
explains that it was written by Mrs. 
A. R. Cousin, wife of the Rev. W. Cousin, 
Free Church minister of Melrose, who 
wove into the poem “many of Samuel 
Rutherford’s most remarkable utter- 
ances.” (The entire hymn was published 
in THE SuNDAY ScHooL Times September 
27, 1947.) But this old volume is per- 
haps too long and heavy for modern 
readers, and therefore Dr. Gaebelein has 
rendered a real service by choosing 207 
of the famous letters, condensing An- 
drew Bonar's sketch; and adding an 
illuminating essay of his own entitled, 
“Rutherford Today,” written with real 
literary skill, 


“The Letters of Samuel Rutherford 
is a book that Christians have not let 
die,” writes Dr. Gaebelein. “For three 
centuries it has appeared in over thirty 
different editions, some of which were 
reprinted many times... . 

“Why is it that the private correspond- 
ence of this Scottish minister has been 


treasured through the years? . . The 
answer is a simple one. These letters 
overflow with the love of Christ. Their 


writer was devoted heart and soul, with 
all his being, to the Lord Jesus. 
They speak to us of a kind of spiritual- 
ity almost unknown in our contemporary 
Christianity, when men do not have 
time or will not take time for the self 
examination, prayer, and_ adoration 
which characterized Rutherford and his 
companions. The appeal of this 
book is only to those who know and love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, . . . Its reading 
has a therapeutic value for the devo- 
tional life. Whoever opens his heart to 
the letters must realize all over again 
that there can be no substitute for the 
love of Christ. They are a living re- 
minder that beyond theological learning 
and controversial skill the love of the 
Lord Jesus is pre-eminent, |. . 

“Particularly in the realm of comfort 
is Rutherford a master. The editor of 
this edition knows no other writer who 
approaches Rutherford in this respect. 
His letters of solace, of which there are 
not a few, face reality, strike deep, and 
minister to the sorrowing by bringing 
Heaven nearer the bereaved.” 

The title of the first edition was 
“Joshua Redivivus,” that is, “Joshua 
Resurrected.” Dr, Gaebelein concludes 
his essay with these words: “Like 
Joshua of old who spied out the Prom- 
ised Land and brought back a glowing 
report, Rutherford took flight on the 
wings of the spirit and spied out the 
heavenly Canaan, bringing back as his 
report the surpassing spiritual eloquence 
of these pages.” 

Here is one of the great treasures of 
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English Christian literature, on a plane 
with Pilgrim’s Progress, and constantly 
reminding one of the Psalms, the Song 
of Solomon, and Paul’s Epistles. It is 
a book to be read slowly, thoughtfully, 
prayerfully, perhaps a letter a day, for 
it takes time to evaluate its gold nug- 
gets. Once read, it wins a place in the 
heart, and will be turned to again and 
again for comfort, strength, courage, 
and renewed zeal, 


1 
Notes on Open Letters 


Was Naomi Chastened? 


_ The following came up in a meeting 
just a few days ago. The leader was 
teaching the Book of Ruth. He said 
it was all right for Mahlon and Chilion 
to marry Ruth and Orpah because the 

Moabites were not mentioned in Deu- 

teronomy 7:1. 

I then asked about 1 Kings 11:1 
He said this was a later date, and 
could not apply to them. He also said 
it was not wrong for Naomi and her 
family to go to Moab. I asked if Ruth 
1:21 did not mean that she was chas- 
tened for it and it was wrong. I know 
God forgave Naomi, but it certainly 
seems that she paid the price for leav- 
ing the house of bread and was not 
restored to fellowship until she was 
back in Bethlehem, 

The Moabites had an incestuous origin 
(Gen. 19:33-38); they were heathen; and 
they were generally enemies of Israel. 
Though it is true that they are not 
mentioned in Deuteronomy 7:1, yet there 
are other passages showing that God 
did not want His Chosen People to in- 
termarry with Gentile idolaters. He 
said: “Take heed to thyself, lest thou 
make a covenant with the inhabitants of 
the land whither thou goest, lest it be 
for a snare in the midst of thee: 
lest thou make a covenant with the in- 
habitants of the land, and they go a 
whoring after their gods, and do sacri- 
fice unto their gods .. . and thou take 
of their daughters unto thy sons, and 
their daughters go a whoring after 
their gods, and make thy sons go a 
whoring after their gods” (Exod, 34: 
12-16). “An Ammonite or Moabite shall 
not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord; even to their tenth generation 
shall they not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lord for ever” (Deut, 23:3). 
Ezra, in the time of revival, required the 
sons of the priests that had taken strange 
wives to put them away (chap. 10:18, 
19). Nehemiah severely rebuked “Jews 
that had married wives of Ashdod, of 
Ammon, and of Moab” and concludes, 
“Thus cleansed I them from all 
strangers” (Neh, 13:23, 30). The later 
date of 1 Kings 11:1 does not change the 
fact that it was wrong for an Israelite 
to marry a heathen, for what was wrong 
in Solomon’s day could not have been 
right in Elimelech’s day. 

The prophets also spoke against the 


(Continued on page 60) 
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|b. The Growing Demand for a World Bible 


What are the underlying causes? 


N ILLUSTRATION of how the 
A modern teaching regarding world 


religions ultimately ends in an 
amazing repudiation of the uniqueness 
of our own Bible may be seen in a 
recent volume published by Harper 
Brothers, “Addressed to Christians: 
Isolationism vs. World Community,” by 
Dr, Floyd H. Ross, professor of World 
Religions in the University of Southern 
California, where twenty thousand stu- 
dents are taking degrees. In his last 
chapter, Ross makes one of the most 
astonishing statements I have seen in 
any volume for a long time: 
“An accumulation of sacred writings 
and congealed attitudes can well stifle 
genuinely creative re- 





the capacity of 
sponses to the challenges of the mean- 
ings latent in the present. A large part 
of the educational task today within 
the Christian fold is to guide people in 
such 2 way that they no Icnger feel it 
necessary to search the Christian scrip- 
tures ‘to be made assured of the things 
which we already believe.” Such a con- 
ventionalized, deductive approach to 
only one chapter of mankind's experi- 
ence denies the principle of growth and 
stultifies the life of faith.” 

God, says Dr. Ross, can work just as 
well through Buddha or Krishna sym- 
bols, as through Christ. My own opin- 
ion is that this is a perfect preparation 
for Antichrist himself, 

A Glaring Omission 

And now we have soon to appear from 
the press a vast 54-yolume work, “The 
Wisdom of Twenty Centuries,” edited by 
Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, for many years 
president, and then chancellor, of the 
University of Chicago, assisted by some 
of the outstanding leaders of our day, 
upon which over a million dollars has 
already been spent. This will probably 
stand for the next forty years as the 
most important collection of the finest 
in world literature to be found in any 
language. Here we have Homer and 
Sophocles, Euripides and Plato, Aristotle, 
the Roman historians, Augustine, Kep- 
ler, Thomas Aquinas, Shakespeare and 
Milton, Galileo and Newton, Kant and 
Darwin, Marx and Freud—but not the 
Bible, not the greatest of them all, not 
the Book that has had more influence 
than any other book in the world, Skep- 
tics and scoffers, agnostics and atheists, 
Gibbon and Hume are all here, but not 
Moses, not Isaiah, not Jesus, not Paul. 
I like the words of the late Dr, Richard 
Green Moulton, for many years head 
of the Department of General Literature 
at the University cf Chicago, “He who 
is content to leave the Bible unstudied 
stands convicted as a_ half-educated 
man.” 


This is the second installment of the 
first article in Dr. Wilbur Sm th’s 
series on modern attacks on the 
Bible. He deals with ten main 
topics, previously announced in the 
Times, and the articles will run for 
twelve or more weeks. An 18-weeks 
subscription for $1 ($1.10 in Canada, 
U.S.A. dollars), will cover the series 
if it is sent immediately. 








Probably the primary force today 
driving many to speak of, and plead for, 
a new Bible, or a world Bible, is the 
inescapable fact that we are living in an 
atmosphere that increasingly demands a 
world government. The present eco- 
nomic and military supra-national fed- 
erations in Europe, which now are form- 
ing, would have been utterly impossible 
twenty years ago. At the end of the 
first World War, the United States Sen- 
ate refused to bring this nation into the 
League of Nations, in spite of the tre- 
mendous prestige of President Wood- 
row Wilson. Today we are not only in 
the United Nations, but their headquar- 
ters are on our very shores. Many of 
our state legislators have voted for a 
world government. Most of the leaders 
of our generation, in Western Europe, 
and in Great Britain, are insisting that 
nothing less than a world government 
can save us from utter destruction. Our 
school children are being taught world 
citizenship. It is inevitable then that 
some should affirm that, as the world 
comes nearer and nearer one great uni- 
versal government, we ought to have 
what is called a “World Bible.” 

A corollary to this is the demand for 
a world religion. Almost every lead- 
ing philosopher in America and Great 
Britain has expressed himself again and 
again in favor of a world religion. Of 
course, these philosophers are not Chris- 
tians, but they see the need of the re- 
straining power of religious faith; and, 
unwilling to recognize the sovereign 
uniqueness and unchanging supremacy 
of the Christian faith, they urge the 
claims of a world faith which would be 
acceptable to all men, and would, of 
course, strip Christianity of every super- 
natural factor which has made it the 
religion of salvation. The astonishing 
thing is that from our own Govern- 
ment, indeed, even from the White 
House, an initiative has been taken in 
this regard. Mr. Truman himself re- 
cently said, “For some time I have been 
trying to bring a number of the great 
religious leaders of the world together 
in a common affirmation of faith, and a 
common supplication to the one God 
they all profess.” If this should ever 


be accomplished—and some day it will 


By Dr. WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


be—the Bible will not be recognized 
by the adherents of this world religion 
as their authority and guide, but a new 
Bible will be called for. 

The third factor in creating a desire 
for a new Bible is the hatred of our 
Bible, its God, and its Christ, on the 
part of Communism. We are not suffi- 
ciently awake in our prosperous and 
quiet land to the awful significance of a 
Communistic government ruling and in- 
doctrinating two-thirds of the popula- 
tion of this globe, insisting upon repudi- 
ating the idea of God, denying that a 
person named Jesus Christ ever lived, 
and calling the Bible a book of supersti- 
tion and lies The next generation, 
schooled in this Satanic academy, will 
prove a more powerful opponent of 
Christianity than the Roman Empire 
ever was, 

There is an even deeper reason today 
for the insistence upon a new Bible, or 
a World Bible, and the dethronement of 
the Bible from its rightful sovereignty. 
and that is the growing anarchy of the 
human heart, the universal rebellion 
against law, the widening manifestations 
of love of self and love of money. The 
Bible rebukes lawlessness, even as it 
predicts that the end of this age will 
see such an outpouring of lawlessness 
as the world has never known. The 
Bible calls for truth of speech, purity 
of life, mastery over the flesh and bodily 
passions, a confession of sin, love for 
one another, a spirit of unselfishness and 
sacrifice, of humility, and obedience to 
those in authority—all of which are 
odious concepts to modern man. If the 
Bible claims to be the will of God, then 
everything must be done to silence that 
voice, 


Why Some Men Hate the Bible 

H. G. Wells himself is a perfect illus- 
tration of every cause we have here 
enumerated. It was he who did more 
perhaps than any other one man to give 
this generation the idea of a world gov- 
ernment. He was always talking about 
one great supra-national government 
and society. His leanings were notably 
socialistic. if not Communistic. As for 
lawlessness, all one needs to do is to 
read the two recent biographies of H 
G. Wells, or his own terrible “Auto- 
biography,” to see that throughout all 
of his life he lived with an utter aban- 
don of all moral standards, a libertine, 
as long as health permitted, forsaking 
one lover after another, even though 
they had borne him children; a man 
who lived for himself, and for no one 
else; a man who blasphemed when he 
spoke of the virgin birth and atoning 
work of Christ, who foamed at the 
mouth when hell was mentioned, and 
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who ridiculed every sacred theme of 
the Christian faith, And Mr. Wells, as 
everyone knows, was the incarnation of 
modern man. If anyone is to be put 
at his side, it would be George Ber- 
nard Shaw. Almost everything said 
of Wells could also be said of 
Shaw, called “the schoolmaster of. the 
world.” What they did and said was 
welcomed by the world only because 
they were expressing what the world 
believes and desires to say through 
them, 

My first article is already too long, 
but I cannot close without one word 
concerning the uniqueness of the volume 
we call the Bible. What is now going 
on in the world—the rise of the northern 
powers, the increase of war, the return 
of Israel, the revolt of the rulers of the 
earth—all were predicted in this Book, 
and in no other book in all the ancient 
world. With all of our advance in mod- 
ern science, geologists and biologists on 
every hand still pay tribute to the 
unique beauty and truthfulness of the 
Genesis story of creation. Even the 
“Cambridge Ancient History” acknow]l- 
edges that the Bible is the first book in 
civilization to have a world view of his- 
tory; and no one can deny that all world 
histories, from the second century to 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, 


The Indestructible Book 
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begin with a retelling of the narratives 
of Genesis. No other book is so called 
for, so widely distributed, so intently 
studied, so extensively translated, as 
this Bible. Even Bertrand Russell, scof- 
fer and agnestic that he is, must confess 
at the age of seventy-five, in his lec- 
tures delivered at Columbia University, 
now published in a late volume, “The 
Impact of Science on Society,” that what 
this world needs more than anything 
else is that love which flowed from 
Christ Himself, and which is first re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures: 

“The root of the matter is a very sim- 
ple and old-fashioned thing, a thing so 
simple that I am almost ashamed to 
mention it for fear of the derisive smile 
with which wise cynics will greet it—| it] 
is lcve, Christian love, or compassion. If 
you feel this, you have a motive for 
existence, a guide in action, a reason 
for courage, an imperative necessity for 
intellectual honesty. If you fee) this, 
you have all that anybody should need 
in the way of religion. Although you 
may not find happiness, you will never 
know the deep despair of those whose 
life is aimless and void of purpose; for 
there is always something that you can 
do to diminish the awful sum of human 
misery.” 

(To be continued) 


‘ 


Why it cannot be destroyed, and of whom it speaks 


This article is a transcript of a sermon 
Headmaster of the Stony Brook School for Boys, in 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Lit.D. 


preached by Dr. Gaebelein, 
the chapel of 


the United States Military Academy at West Point at the eighty-second 
annual presentation of Bibles to the fourth classmen, by the American 
Tract Society, 


HIS morning I invite your attention 

to a fact and its explanation. Both 
—the fact and the explanation—will 
face us with the enduring and very per- 
sonal significance of the Book that is to 
be presented to the fourth classmen at 
the close of this service. 

First, then, to the fact. I submit it 
to you through two brief texts. One 
is from the Sermon on‘ the Mount, and 
in it we hear Christ speaking: “Verily 
I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled” (Matt. 5:18). The other is this 
phrase from the First Epistle of Peter: 
“The word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever” (1 Pet, 1:23). .To- 
gether they assert the fact that Scrip- 
ture is everlasting, never to be destroyed, 
that the Bible is the living Word of God, 
which remains for all time and eternity. 
Or, to put it in another way, we have 
before us this proposition: of all the 


books ever written, the Bible is the only 
one to which the adjective “indestruct- 
ible” can with literal truth be applied. 


Under the title, “Earth’s Holocaust,” 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, one of the great 
early masters of that uniquely Ameri- 
can literary form, the short story, tells 
about a strange conflagration. Men, he 
says, had become sick and tired of the 
worn-out trumpery of civilization. So 
they chose a remote place out on the 
prairies and started a fire. First, they 
threw on it all the useless trappings of 
class distinction, based on ancestry 
rather than merit. Then came the zeal- 
ous reformers, bringing to be burned 
various things they felt men should be 
deprived of. But the situation was get- 
ting out of hand. The excitement be- 
came a'frenzy. Banks were opened and 
money burned, on the ground that peo- 
ple so good could trade on sheer benevo- 
lence alone. Constitutions and laws went 
into the fire, along with instruments of 
justice, as unnecessary in a perfect so- 
ciety. As the flames roared upward, 
the libraries were raided and books 
burned to get rid of the weight of dead 
men’s thoughts, 

Last of all, one more book. was.thrown 
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There, among the wallow- 
ing flames, was a copy of the Bible 
But its pages, instead of being black- 
ened to tinder, shone out with a dazzling 
whiteness, for, in the holocaust that de- 
stroyed the works of men, only the 
Word of God remained, indestructible 
in its eternal truth. 

It is, of course, an allegory. But it 
reminds us that the Bible, which many 
of you will be carrying away from this 
chapel today and which all of us pos- 
sess as a priceless heritage, is no ordi- 
nary book. Down through the ages, it 


on the pyre. 


has been hated as no other book eve! 
written. 

Back in the second century, B.C.. 
Antiochus IV _ (Epiphanes), king of 


crime punishable by 
death for any Jew to possess a copy 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. Yet through 
the heroism of the Chosen People, the 
Old Testament, the essential foundation 
on which the New Testament Gospel 
rests, was preserved, 

In the year A.D. 303, under the reign 
of the Emperor Diocletian, ancient Rome 
saw the tenth of a great series of perse- 
cutions of the early Christians. Durin 
this persecution a Bible was publicly 
mutilated, the remnants buried, and over 
it erected a triumphal column, bearing 
this Latin inscription: “Extincto nomine 
Christianorium,” which is to say, “Wiped 
out is the name of the Christians.” Yet 
in A.D, 313, just ten years later, the Edict 
of Milan under Constantine gave Chris- 
tianity toleration, and in A.D. 325, 
twenty-two years later, the religion of 
the Book, officially at least, became the 
religion of Rome, 

Ours, however, is the English Bible, 
the noblest piece of our literature, and 
it, too, came through the fires. Its chief 
translator, William Tyndale, was stran- 
gled and burned at Vilvorde, Belgium 
in 1536, for the “crime” of putting the 
Word of God into common speech. Ancé 
there was Bishop Hugh Latimer, who 
going to the stake for his faith in this 
Book, said to his friend Ridley: “Be 
of good courage, Master Ridley, and play 
the man: we shall this day, by God's 
grace, light such a candle in England as 
shall never be put out.” Whereupon, 
as a contemporary describes the scene, 
he “received the flame as if he were 
embracing it. After he had stroked his 
face with his hands and bathed them in 
fire he soon died.” 

But there are persecutions other than 
by fire. Voltaire, certainly one of the 
most brilliant minds of the eighteenth 
century, declared that in one hundred 
years the Bible would be forgotten. “It 
took,” he boasted, “twelve men to found 
the Christian religion: I will show the 
world that one man can overthrow it.” 
But, one hundred years later, the very 
house in Paris in which he made his 
prophecy was-packed full of copies of the 
Scriptures—a depository of the Geneva 
Bible Society. 

The fact is 
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gifted, can overthrow this Book, let alone 
escape its influence. In 1811, the young 
poet Shelley was expelled from Oxford 
for writing a pamphlet, entitled, “The 
Necessity of Atheism.” Two years later 
he penned this astonishing sentence: 
“The genius of human happiness must 
tear every leaf from the accursed book 
of God, ere man can read the inscrip- 
tion on his heart’—i.e., “If man is to 
be happy and understand himself, he 
must destroy the Bible.” Fight years 
after that Shelley finished his greatest 
prose work, “The Defense of Poetry,” a 
climactic passage of which is_ shot 
through with Biblical allusions and reads 
like this: “Their errors have been 
weighed and found to have been dust 
in the balance; if their sins were as 
scarlet, they are now white as snow; 
they have been washed in blood of the 
Mediator and Redeemer, Time.” How 
strange that this man of surpassing 
genius who wanted to tear up every 
page of Scripture couldn't run away 
from its influence! 

Yes, the Bible is indestructible, so 
much so that, and I make this state- 
ment advisedly, if the forces of godless- 
ness were to control the whole world 
and to root out and destroy every copy 
of Scripture, it would still live in the 
hearts of men and would be rewritten, 
page by page and word by word, in the 
underground of those who cherish God’s 
truth, 

But what shall we say in explanation 
of the indestructible Bible! Well, Peter 
gives us the answer in the phrase I 
quoted at the beginning of this sermon. 
The Bible, he says, is “the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 
In plain fact, it is indestructible, be- 
cause, it is able, under God, to com- 
municate eternal life to every man who 
believes its message, 

Let’s face it. Behind the pages of 
Scripture is a Person, a historic Person, 
who is greater than history, because, 
in a sense wholly unique, He lives to- 
day. If the Bible is indestructible, as 
it surely is; if it is the Word of God, 
not the word of man, as it also is; it is 
these things because its central figure is 
Jesus Christ. 

Few Bibles today are printed on 
watermarked paper. But if they were, 
every page might well have pressed into 
it a cross and a crown, for the purpose 
of the Bible is to tell sinful, needy hu- 
man beings—and such we all are—about 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified; in its 
pages we meet the Lord who conquered 
death and who lives in men’s hearts by 
faith, When you come right down to 
it, the Book has one chief aim, to con- 
front you and me with that Gospel which 
someone has called the maximum of 
mystery in the minimum of words: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

One summer I spent a few days at 
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the foot of Mount Rainier, which in 
sheer bulk is the greatest of American 
mountains. The weather shut down 
and, although we were immediately in 
front of the mountain, we could see 
nothing but gray clouds and swirling 
mists. Yet there was the unmistakable 
feeling that behind the clouds there was 
something, because a great mountain, 
even in the blackest night, gives an al- 
most mystical sense of presence. And 
then the clouds withdrew at sunset and 
we saw the snow-crowned heights, shin- 
ing in the last rosy light, known as the 
alpenglow. So the things that are mate- 
rial and only of this world are, like 
the mist and clouds, temporal and fleet- 
ing; but the great realities of which 
the Bible speaks are like the great 
mountain, always there. And when we 
do get through to reality by believing 
this Book we see, not snow-capped 
heights but a Man who gave us match- 
less teachings, a Man who died for us 
on the cross, a Man who broke the bonds 
of death, a Man who is alive today, the 
Man Christ Jesus, the Son of God, 

Believe me, the greatest single mis- 
take anyone can make in his thinking 
regarding the issues of life is to think 
of the Lord Jesus Christ only as a figure 
of the past. He is nothing of the kind. 
On the contrary, He is with us now, if 
we will but open our eyes and see Him. 
He is, as someone has said, “Our Eter- 
nal Contemporary.” As such, He is not 
a denominational figure. No church or 
sect can claim exclusive possession of 
Him; He is bigger and greater than all 
our organizations, and to know and love 
Him by faith is surely to find life. 

Let us realize, then, that this Bible 
is a very radical book. With unsparing 
honesty, it shows us our sin and our 
need, and points us to our only Saviour. 
As the Apostle John said with magnifi- 
cent but drastic simplicity: “This is 
the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life” (1 John 5:11, 12). 

The spiritual need of our day, which 
is your Spiritual need and mine, will 
never be met by speculating or theoriz- 
ing about Jesus Christ, nor even by 
admiring Him. It will only be met in 
you and me when we come to the point 
of saying of Him out of the conviction 
of faith: “My Lord and my God.” 

But really to know Him in the fel- 
lowship of everyday life you must take 
the time to meet Him in the pages of 
your Bible. During World War I, Presi- 
dent Woodrow Wilson had publicly 
urged our troops to keep alive their 
faith in God. Once he received a group 
of soldiers at the White House and 
talked along the same lines to them. 
One man spoke up: “You wouldn't 
promise us to read a chapter in the Book 
every day, no matter how busy you are, 
would you, Sir?” 
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“T will with all my heart,” President 
Wilson answered, 

Years later Mrs, Wilson commented on 
this scene: “I wonder how many of 
those gallant young souls kept the faith 
as scrupulously as did my husband. . 
No matter how late the hour or how 
weary the brain, he never slept until 
he had kept the promise made.” 

The Bible will endure whether you 
read it or not. Make no mistake about 
that. Its truth doesn’t depend upon you 
acceptance of it. But you cannot liv: 
as you should live for God in the fait! 
of His Son without reading it. I chal- 
lenge you, therefore, to make in you 
heart the same promise which a very 
great President made. Such a promise 
sincerely made and faithfully kept will 
surely give you the strength you need 
for living in these days, 

The following lines express with clar- 
ity and force the wonderful assurance 
that comes from knowing and believing 
your Bible: 

What mankind needs in times like these, 

With all its modern recipes, 

Is not, “I think,” or, “I suppose, 

A Great Perhaps somehow, somewhere, 

May condescend to answer prayer”; 

But these assuring words: “I know 

There is a God who hears us.” 


What mankind needs for all its aches, 
When conscience from its sleep awakes, 
Is not, “I think,” or, “I assume 
That pardon may at last be won 
By what men do, or once have done”; 
But these authentic words: “I know 
Christ shed His blood to save us.” 
What mankind needs when death appears 
And fills men's hearts with nameless fears 
Is not, “I think,” or, “I surmise 
That there is life beyond the grave, 
At least for those both good and brave”; 
But these unerring words: “I know 
That my Redeemer liveth.” 
—W. M. Czamanske. 
(S.S.T., Oct. 19, 1946.) 


Stony Brook, L, I. 
we 


The Alaska Cruise— 
A Christian Fellowship Tour 


HRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CRUISES 

to Alaska began seventeen years 
ago, under the sponsorship of THE Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times, and, except for 
World War II years, they have operated 
every summer, supplying the desire of 
readers for a dependable and delightful 
vacation trip of highest character un- 
der Christian leadership. That friends 
have appreciated the services of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, in arranging for 
the trips, has been proved by the quick 
response of those desiring to go. The 
party always fills all available steamer 
space with early enrollments. 

For the 1952 Cruise, the S.S. Chilcotin, 
of Union Steamships, Ltd., Vancouver, 
B. C., has again been chartered, the 
complete capacity of this ideal passen- 
ger cruiser (106 people) being reserved 
for the Cruise’s use. This is a “gem” of 
a ship for the purpose, built expensively 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


NCOURAGING is the awakened 
EK interest in the Bible in some 

Catholic areas. In Poland, for ex- 
ample, theological students in Krakow 
University have formed their own Bible- 
study circle and use Bibles obtained 
from the British Bible Society depot in 
Warsaw. A leading Catholic paper car- 
ried an article not long ago, urging the 
reading of the Bible, because “on it de- 
pends eternal life,” while in another 
journal a Jesuit father wrote: ‘Let it 
be understood that the Protestant Bible 
is not false—the Bible published by the 
British Bible Society is complete ex- 
cept for the Apocrypha. The secret of 
the success of Protestants is that they 
read their Bibles. We must have Bible 
study in our Catholic associations, We 
ought to arrange colportage work among 
our people.” 

So in France, the Bishop of Lille is 
sponsoring the printing of 100,000 Bibles 
for his diocese and a Biblical anthology 
prepared for family use has already ap- 
peared. An interesting experiment has 
been the production of an edition of the 
Gospel of Luke in a form not unlike 
the English Picture Post, and this has 
already been sold out, 


Greek prisons are still full of political 
prisoners, and one of them has been 
holding a Bible class in his prison for 
Over seventy men, having seen some six 
hundred men pass through it in nine 
months. It has been the settled policy 
of the prison authorities to get such 
classes organized and led, when possible, 
by prisoners themselves, and this man 
has been particularly successful. He 
has been in prison five years, and early 
in his sentence was converted. “Divine 
Providence brought into my hands the 
Heavenly Book through an enlightened 
person able to guide me. Life in Christ 
gives me peace, happiness, freedom.” 

Through the prison chaplain he was 
supplied with Bibles for his classes. “All 
who have been through the classes have 
left with love for the Scriptures and 
with desire to continue reading them. 
One prisoner who was moved to another 
prison wrote: “Before reading the New 
Testament, all my thoughts were of re- 
venge. Now I have forgiven all, and 
pray to God for them, for only so will 
God forgive me.” 

Last year this leader was moved to 
Sparta. A letter written by six young 
prisoners to him reads: “We were all 
of us born in the 1930’s. Just as we 
were beginning to think for ourselves, 
the storm of war broke over us. Work, 
starvation, and general misery made us 
lose our way. Here we are in prison. 
One day the Governor called us to the 


yard and recommended us to join the 
Christian group which a newly arrived 
prisoner from Athens was to start. We 
expected the usual sermons, but we were 
mistaken. All six of us are under twen- 
ty-one, and there are sixty older boys 
here with us. So far we have had only 
a few lessons, but the words of our 
teacher, like fiery arrows, found our 
young and stcny hearts. At the same 
time a mysterious power turned us from 
evil to good.” 


A Christian Businessman in France.— 
The almanac of the French Reformed 
Church for 1951 has the obituary of a 
French businessman, M, Charles Latune, 
trained in the polytechnic, and possess- 
ing in addition a large culture from 
books and travel. He lived in the valley 
of the Dréme and managed an: inherited 
paper-manufacturing business in patri- 
archal, nct to say family, style, so 
friendly was its atmosphere. He con- 
structed model homes for his wage- 
workers, established a sanatorium and 
ambulance, and built a convalescence 
home for sick girls, who came thither 
from all over France, 

He engaged in campaigns against drink 
and debauchery, was treasurer of his 
home church, and served as pastor for 
four years in wartime, when the regu- 
lar pastor was mobilized. His visita- 
ticn of the sick and needy was constant. 

He was also active in promoting for- 
eign missions, having been member of 
the Board of the Paris Society of Mis- 
sions. A man of scrupulous conscience 
in the great Huguenct tradition, he was 
also incessant in his giving to gvod 
causes. Yet he felt himself an unprofit- 
able servant being, in spite of his native 
gifts and social position, a man of ex- 
ceptional humility. 

During the last years of life he suf- 
fered much. His youngest son, an of- 
ficer of the chasseurs, fell in battle; the 
Gestapo took possession of his home, 
and there were other disasters, borne 
with patience. 


Louis Padrosa, founder and director 
of Loyola Institute in Spain, abandoned 
the Roman Church some months ago 
and later wrote a book in Spanish en- 
titled, “Why I Left Catholicism.” This 
was printed by funds provided by the 
Colportage Department of the Moody 
Bible Institute. Mr, Padrosa was obliged 
to flee from Spain to Argentina, after 
giving his nublic testimony on Febru- 
ary 18, 1951. But his book is plowing 
a deep furrow. 

Mr, Vila, a Spanish Protestant, writes 
that this book has aroused the greatest 
interest. Mr. Padrosa sent several copies 
from Buenos Aires to outstanding peo- 
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ple in Spain, his friends, with a dedi- 
cation written in his own hand. “We, 
too, started circulating it.” In a few 
days the Bishop of Barcelona published 
a note in the press excommunicating 
the book and all who read it, 

This was such wonderful propaganda 
that three thousand copies were sold 
in a few weeks. To get a copy is a 
special favor even to the rich and so- 
cially prominent. There is little fea 
of excommunication save among the 
most ignorant. “Our (Protestant) peo- 
ple are besieged by their office and fac- 
tory superiors to get them a copy.” 
Copies pass from hand to hand, being 
kept for a day only. In this way dozens 
read the book in a few weeks, 

A strong Catholic remarked that, as 
the excommunication was put out by a 
Barcelona bishop, it did not apply to his 
home city, Vich, so he cculd safely 
read it. But soon other bishops were 
issuing excommunications. One fright- 
ened Catholic asked a companion to read 
it from cover to cover to him. There 
could be no sin in listening! 

As a consequence, many people have 
started attending Mr. Vila’s services 
An intelligent servant told him: “My 
boss brought the book home and was 
threatened with excommunication by his 
wife. I took the book with fear, but 
finished it at 2 a.m. Next morning my 
mistress, who had seen the light com- 
ing from my room, guessed what I had 
been doing. As I assured her that 
Father Padrosa was right and that he 
had found the real way of salvation, she 
borrowed the book and finished it be- 
fore noon. Then she, too, went to the 
chapel “to learn more about this way 
of salvation.” 

“Yesterday night, at the men’s prayer 
meeting, an unknown visitor arose, and 
with tears, prayed: “Lord, I want to 
know the way of salvation. I have read 
the book of Father Padrosa and I know 
now that, although I believed in many 
things, I did not believe the right thing 
to be saved.” 

Pages could be written relating sim- 
ilar instances of conviction which this 
book has brought to Spanish men and 
women. 


A series of articles by E. S. Allen, 
staff-writer of the New Bedford Times, 
describes the ominous movements to 
sovietize China. There is an extensive 
infiltration of Russian technicians, 
propagandists, administrators, and se- 
cret police. The major key to what is 
going on is the secret treaty of Febru- 
ary 12, 1950. By this the Chinese Peo- 
ple’s Republic is obligated to diminish 
China’s population by a hundred million, 
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since more cannot be sustained; to 
mobilize ten million troops in an Inter- 
nationalist Communist Army under the 
direct command of the highest Red gen- 
eral; to permit Russian garrisons in 
China; to set apart Peiping, Shanghai, 
Tientsin, and nine other cities as resi- 
dential districts for immigrants from 
Soviet Russia. 

The program is already under way. 
There are now five thousand Russians in 
the Province of Hunan giving Chiriese 
Communists practical lessons in NKVD, 
or secret police purge methods. This 
is in order to reduce China to a condi- 
tion where revolt will be impossible. 
The Province of Manchuria is already 
sovietized, Russians and Chinese living 
and working side by side. The Soviet 
Embassy in Peiping is the superauthor- 
ity of Chinese Communism, 

All of which, if true, promises inter- 
national crises and crashes such as are 
intimated in the Book of the Revelation. 
And the poor church in China! What 
need for prayer for her! 


Nuclear scientists, using a Geiger 
counter, have established the approxi- 
mate age of the Dead Sea scrolls found 
in a cave in Palestine. According to 
this reckoning, they date from the time 
of Christ, as archaeologists have main- 
tained; not from the Middle Ages, as 
some language scholars have insisted, 
a new victory of archaeology over sub- 
jective textual criticism. These ancient 
Hebrew scrolls of the Book of Isaiah 
have thus been verified as the oldest 
Biblical manuscript, 

How was this done? Willard F. Libby, 
a radio chemist of the University of Chi- 
cago, obtained fragments of the linen 
wrappings in which the scrolls were 
stored, burned them to pure carbon, 
then measured the radioactivity of the 
carbon in a special Geiger counter, and 
arrived at the conclusion that the flax 
from which the linen was made was 
alive 1,917 years ago. 

That would date the scrolls in the year 
A.D, 34, approximate date of the Cru- 
cifixion. Cosmic rays that bombarded 
the earth when Christ was born left 
behind a coded message for nuclear 
physicists to decipher. 

Comment of Popular Science Monthly: 
“It was strangely fitting that nuclear 
scientists, turning from war to peace- 
time research, should undertake the task 
of determining the age of an ancient 
transcript of the Book of Isaiah, for it 
was Isaiah who, twenty-five centuries 
ago, envisioned a time when the 
weapons of war should be converted 
forever into the tools of peace: 
‘They shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shail not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more’” (Isa, 2:4). 

And it was Isaiah who asked: “Who 
hath measured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with 
the span, and comprehended the dust 
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of the earth in a measure, and weighed 
the mountains in scales, and the hills in 
a balance?” (Isa, 40:12.) 


Norman Lewis writes: “To date, 1,287,- 
000 copies of our Spanish soul-winning 
paper La Voz have gone out. It is diffi- 
cult to comprehend the vast power of 
a monthly launching of 80,000 silent 
messengers when the message is God’s.” 
He urges young American Christians to 
enter work in Buenos Aires, where need 
is so pressing, and where he stands al- 
most alone... . J, Edwin Orr has been 
speaking to hundreds of Costa Ricans, 
and is now with Mr. Strachan evangeliz- 
ing down the West Coast, and up the 
East, of South America, 

Dr, Antonio Serrano, a native of Spain, 
is professor of Romance Languages in 
Occidental College, Calif. In August he, 
too, evangelized in Costa Rica by radio 
and otherwise, and taught in the Bible 
Seminary there. He has _ translated 
“Streams in the Desert” and other Chris- 
tian books into Spanish. 

I would call special attention to this. 
Occidental is an old church college, and 
it seems like old times to find a member 
of its staff engaged in Christian testi- 
mony. Such was the purpose of Chris- 
tian colleges in their founding. 


The Rev. Stephen L. Testa crossed the 
ocean three years ago to Italy and held 
Gospel meetings aboard ship. One at- 
tending was a ship’s waiter, Luigi D., 
who was converted, invited Mr, Testa 
to his home in Genoa, became an active 
member of the Baptist church there, 
and organized a mass meeting at which 
Mr. Testa preached. He now writes that 
his witnessing ald distribution of Scrip- 
ture has won more than three hundred 
to Christ. “Of these, 35 families attend 
our Baptist church in Genoa, 18 in San 
Pier d’Arena, and 15 families and 16 
young men our church at. Sestri. 
Others attend Methodist or Pentecostal 
churches.” 

An old Italian grandmother, seventy- 
eight years of age, living in New Jersey, 
was converted by the testimony of an- 
other saved Italian woman and attended 
Brethren services in Philadelphia, thirty- 
five miles away. She prayed God 
to give her a tongue to speak to sin- 
rers and to win them to Christ. God 
heard her prayer. The first to be con- 
verted was her own husband, a terrible 
gambler, drunkard, and blasphemer— 
“now a saint.” One by one the whole 
family of thirty-four persons have been 
converted. 

When in a hospital, she won three 
women for Christ. The nurse forbade 
her talking religion lest it endanger her 
recovery, and her answer was, “If I die 
I go Home.” This testimony led to the 
conversion of another patient. Writing 
to her cousin in Salle, Italy, and sending 
her Scripture, led to her conversion 
also, the opening of her home for meét- 
ings, and the conversion of twenty-nine 
in this little town, 


No wonder Mr. Testa has organized 
“Messengers of Christ,” a league of vol- 
unteer Christian workers, 


The General Association of Regular 
Baptist Churches, some six hundred 
churches which seceded from the North- 
ern Baptist Convention, has had a phe- 
nomena] expansion in missionary giving 
and otherwise. This expansion has now 
been paralleled by the Conservative 
missionary secession within the Conven- 
tion, to which more than 1,300 churches 
contributed last year $894,958, an in- 
crease of fourteen per ‘cent over the 
previous year. The first year of this 
new foreign missions society, 1943-1944, 
the receipts were $41,981. This Con- 
servative Society has now 261 mission- 
aries. Of those appointed this year, 
two go to the new seminary in Portu- 
gal where there is an increasing demand 
for trained leadership for Portuguese 
churches. Mr. and Mrs, Paul Brown 
were appointed to establish a printing 
press in Belgian Congo to produce Scrip- 
ture portions and Christian literature 
for African schools and churches. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jensen were set apart for work 
among the mulattoes in Belgian Congo 
at a new station at Wimbi for mulatto 
childrens This is the first organized 
work to reach the 100,000 mulattoes who 
promise to become leaders in Congo- 
land. 

The Home Missionary Society of the 
Conservative Baptists, now three years 
old, with a budget of $111,650 and work- 
ing in Alaska, Arizona, among Jews in 
New York, and migrant workers in Cali- 
fornia, has received a gift from a min- 
ing company in Arizona of a property 
worth $250,000, to be used as a children’s 
home and a center of evangelism among 
the Navajos, 

Apparently to repair the loss from 
these secessions, the Northern Baptist 
leaders have planned to unite with the 
Disciples of Christ. But the decision 
of Judge Steinbrink should silence 
church politicians, who are ever seeking 
to unite something to something else 
and to carry into their unions the en- 
dowments and contributions of past 
Christians. Hence, in the Buffalo Con- 
vention, this union scheme was not even 
taken up. 


Bishop Gwynne of Khartoum writes 
of a Greek contractor in the Sudan, “He 
told me how much he longed to live 
the good life. His priest had absolved 
him many times, yet he had no power 
to resist sin.” Then he read a com- 
mentary on the Epistle to the Romans 
in modern Greek. When he got through 
the seventh chapter, God spoke to him 
with such power that he was soundly 
converted and joined the Evangelical 
Church of Greece. From that day he 
gave a tenth of his income to the work 
of God. “He prospered, and, as he told 
me, the more he gave the more he saved, 
and all Christian work benefited con- 
siderably in the Sudan and elsewhere.” 
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The Alaska Cruise— 
A Christian Fellowship Tour 


(Continued from page 49) 


and sturdily as a Canadian corvette, but 
never used for war. It is 252 feet long, 
with 2,750 h.p., and cruising speed of 15 
knots. Handsomely appointed public 
rooms and staterooms in natural-color 
oak provide luxurious accommodations. 

The Christian Fellowship Cruise of 
1952 will leave Chicago Monday, July 
14, and return Friday, August 8. The 
sea voyage of about twenty-four hun- 
dred miles has unusual features not 
available on regularly scheduled Alaska 
ships, particularly Glacier Bay, where 
Muir Glacier, and others, provide one 
of the world’s most dramatic spectacles: 
and Metlakatla, where Indian missions 
will be visited on July 28, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, to see practical and impressive 
results of Christianity today in a fertile 
mission field. Alaskan cities visited will 
be Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, and 
Sitka. The ship calls also at picturesque 
frontier towns along the northern Cana- 
dian coast. 

What an opportunity in vacation time 
for Times readers to travel to new and 
interesting places, to make new friends, 
to learn more of the world, its ways 
and its people! Long, carefree days in 
the mountains—cruising through quiet, 
inland waters—far cities—and lasting 
friendships. 

For vacation this next summer, to an- 
swer that longing for rest and adventure, 
why not go to Alaska, with the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Cruise? 

The romance of old Alaska is well 
known: its silent Polar seas, snow- 
crowned mountains, friendly Eskimos, 
brilliant Northern Lights spreading over 
the midnight skies; the spirit of adven- 
ture, the sensational Klondike “gold 
rush” of ’96 and ’97, its tragedies and 
triumphs. Of course, Alaska has pro- 
gressed with the rest of the world, but 
travelers find enough of the old days, 
and the men and places that made them, 
to enliven a journey, which, for his- 
toric and scenic interest to the Ameri- 
can, has no equal anywhere. Especially 
in summer, this cool cruise is incompa- 
rable. 

Railroads have pierced the far interior 
of Alaska, and youthful cities, cupped 
at the foot of mountains beside the sea, 
handle surprising commerce. What a 
picture! Frontier Alaska and the new 
Alaska—planning, building, growing! 

And what a land to travel to! Alaska 
has “Alps” of her own, set in wild Arctic 
splendor. From restful steamer chair, 
or observation train seat, you view the 
sights as you go. 

There will be many interesting stops, 
some overnight at the finest hotels, with 
sight-seeing trips included, such as Bill- 
ings, Mont.; over the crest of the Mon- 
tana Rockies; Yellowstone National 
Park; Seattle; Vancouver, B, C.; Victo- 
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ria, B, C.; Portland and Mt, Hood, Oreg.; 
Denver, Colo., and Estes Park, 

An illustrated Alaskan Cruise folder 
has been published: “The Christian Fel- 
lowship Cruise of 1952.” It’s free. You 
are invited to write for it to Mr, Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 


Reading the Bible Through 
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Secretary, The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5. Mr. Jaeger will be with the group 
throughout the entire journey. Come 
with us, if you can this summer, but if 
not this year, plan ahead to join us on 
one of our future trips, 


Some of the blessings and advantages that come from a yearly reading 


NE sometimes reads of Christians 
O whose rule is to read the Bible 
through each year or oftener. When 
Dr. Arthur Stevens Phelps of Berkeley. 
Calif.. attained his eighty-fourth birth- 
day, he kad also completed his eighty- 
fourth tour of the sacred pages. Dr. 
Bonar of Scotland read the Bible 
through one hundred times. George 
Muller of England, who became a father 
to thousands of poor children, and raised 
over two million pounds to keep them, 
“without asking a penny from anybody 
but God,” once said: “In forty-six years, 
I have read my Bible through one hun- 
dred times.” John Quincy Adams, sixth 
President of the United States, read the 
Bible from beginning to end at least once 
each year. 

Such reading often begins early in hfe 
The obituary of the late Rev. Robert 
James Love, Ph.D., who was in demand 
as a teacher of public and private Bible 
classes, said, that, at the age of seven, 
he had twice read the New Testament 
through, and, before he had completed 
his twelfth year, he had read the New 
Testament four times more, and the Old 
Testament twice. General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur had read the Bible through six 
times before he was graduated from 
West Point. 

Some say that reading the Bible from 
cover to cover and in a few months is 
unprofitable, that it is a kind of Bible- 
reading marathon to see how fast the 
Book can be read. They contend that 
it is better to read small portions, stop- 
ping to delve into the meaning of a verse, 
or even of a phrase or word. Now in- 
tensive study has its place in rightly 
understanding the Word of God. But, 
when you receive a letter from your 
earthly father, you do not pick out a 
sentence here and there to read, and take 
no note of the rest. You want to read 
everything he has written, even parts 
that seem to be of little importance, He 
has some purpose in writing all that he 
did. What would he think if he knew 
that you read only portions? 

Christ Jesus said, “Search the scrip- 
tures.” Does “search” mean a glance 
here and there, a portion from Psalms, 
a chapter from Luke, and a short Letter 
from Paul or John? 

One knows ministers and Bible school 
teachers, as well as nonofficial members 
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of the church, who apparently never 
have read the Bible from cover to cover, 
or at least have not done so for many 
years. Yet “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God. and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17). 

Some say it is a waste of time to read 
long chapters of names of cities or of 
individuals, such as we find in Genesis, 


Ezra, Nehemiah, or 1 Chronicles It 
would be easier and as profitable, they 
think, to read several pages from the 


telephone directory ‘But holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost,” and the same Holy Spirit 
applies lessons from their words to the 
hearts of believing readers 

A saintly woman was laughed at when 
she was seen devoutly reading the fifth 
chapter of Genesis, with its long lists 
of generations. But she received real 
blessing from the chapter. The con- 
stantly recurring words, “And he died,” 
preached a powerful sermon to her of 
the curse of sin, the sure fact of death, 
and the need of a Saviour 

There is comfort in those old Bible 
names. The Youth’s Companion once 
told of a minister calling on an old man 
crippled with rheumatism. Uncle Jim- 
mie had toiled long and hard, but could 
look back on little more than defeated 
hopes and plans. When the minister 
opened his Bible to read, he asked the 
old man if there was any portion he 
would especially like to hear. 

“Yes,” answered Uncle Jimmie, “for 
years I’ve had a hankering for some 
minister to read one of those long chap- 
ters in Chronicles about the sons of 
Judah, and the sons of Levi, and all the 
rest of them. [ suppose it does sound 
queer, but when I get discouraged I 
like to turn there and read. As I read, 
I say to myself, ‘Here are all these peo- 
ple nobody knows anything about. I 
suppose some of them were real pros- 
perous, and some of them, maybe, were 
failures like me. Folks forgot them 
thousands of years ago, but God hasn't, 
and I know He'll not forget me. My 
name is in His book.’” 

A man once said to Washington Glad- 


(Continued On page 60) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. A PHARISEE AND A REPENTANT WOMAN 


Luke 7:36-50; printed text, Same 


Golden Text.—if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.—1 John 1:9 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 7:36 And one cf the Pharisees desired him that he 
would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat down to meat, 

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster box of cintment, 

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began 
to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment. 

39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, 
he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a 


43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom 
he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly 
judged. 

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon 
Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my 
feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head 

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time 
I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman 
hath anointed my feet with ointment, 

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many 
are forgiven: for she loved much: but. to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little. 





prophet, would have known who and what manner of 
she is a sinner. 
him, Simon, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 
41 There was a certain creditcr which had two debtors: 


woman this is that toucheth him: for 
40 And Jesus answering said unto 


the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. go in peace. 


42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
of them will love 


them both. Tell me therefore, which 
him most? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ESUS was twice anointed by a 
mR woman. Luke, in our lesson por- 

tion, tells us of dre of these occa- 
sions. while Matthew (26:6-13), Mark 
(14:3-9). and John (12:2-8) all tell of 
the other. Some, indeed, think that 
there was only cne such incident, and 
regard Luke’s story as a version of that 
told by the other three Evangelists. 
The mention of Simon as host by Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke is taken as a mark 
of identity. But Simon was a common 
name, and the Simon of Matthew and 
Mark is referred to as “the leper,” who 
apparently had been healed by Jesus, 
while there is no indication that Simon 
the Pharisee, the host in Luke’s record, 
ever stood in need of such ministry from 
the Saviour. A _ healed leper would 
scarcely have acted as Simon the Phari- 
see did (vs, 44-46). 

The incident recorded by Luke took 
place in Galilee (doubtless in Caper- 
naum), at the height ¢f our Lord’s great 
Galilean ministry. The other anointing 
occurred in Bethany, just outside Je- 
rusalem, at the end of our Lord’s public 
ministry, in a home of love and devotion, 
The woman who anointed Him in Gali- 
lee was a sinner, a street woman, and a 
stranger, while the woman who anointed 
Him in Bethany was one of beautiful 
and noble character, and one of the 
household. The first anointing was 
linked by Jesus to the woman’s forgive- 


48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say withit 
themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee 
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° the second to His own death and 
Lurial. The tradition that the woman 
in Luke’s incident was Mary Magdalene 
has neither Biblical ner historical sup- 
port, and it is a pity that her name ap- 
pears in the uninspired chapter headings 
of the King James Version. She remains 
anonymous, 

It should be remembered that our Lord 
did not sit at table, but, as was the cus- 
tom then, reclined on a couch, with His 
unsandaled feet away from the table. 
Dining halls were open to the street, 
and it was not unusual to have specta- 
tors. The woman could easily approach 
Jesus and weep upon His feet and anoint 
them, without disturbing His position. 
Luke tells the story with his usual con- 
summate grace. 

Verse by Verse 

Luke 7:36.—“And one of the Pharisees 
desired him that he would eat with him, 
And he went.” The Gospel records do 
not show that Jesus ever refused an in- 
vitation to dinner. Yet His life was not 
a round of social engagements, but a 
course of ministry. Should Christians 
go to dinner with unbelievers? Yes, but 
watch your behavior. See 1 Corinthians 
10: 27-31. 

Verse 37.—“And, behold, a woman in 
the city, which was a sinner.” Both the 
language and all the incident indicate 
a woman of abandoned character. She 
was not there as a guest, but came 
among the onlookers, the dining hall be- 
ing an open porch. 

Verse 38.—“And stood 
and began to wash 


. weeping, 
. and did wipe 


. and kissed .. . and anointed.” Try 
to picture the scene. First she stood 
weeping, behind Him. Then she fell on 
her knees and let her blinding tears fall 
unrestrained on His bare feet. Sud- 
denly pulling herself together’ she 
loosened her long tresses and used them 
as a towel, and as she did so, mingled 
the wiping with many kisses. Finally 
she broke the seal of her cruse and 
poured the ointment upon the tear- 
washed feet. 

Verse 39.—“This man, if he were a 
prophet, would have known .. . for she 
is a sinner.” Implying, of course, that 
had He known, He would not have 
allowed her to touch Him. Simon was 
wrong about the prophets. Prophets 
could not read character by instinct, 
but only by revelation. Little did Simon 
know that Jesus was reading his very 
thoughts, being more than a prophet. 

Verse 40.—“I have somewhat to say 
unto thee . Master, say on.” Uncon- 
scious that his thoughts were known, 
he was quite unconcerned about what 
Jesus might say. 

Verse 41.—“‘The one owed five hun- 
dred pence, and the other fifty.” The 
difference is not so disproportionate as 
in Matthew 18:23-35, where the differ- 
ence is between man’s debt to God and 
men’s debts to each other. Here both 
debts are due to God, so the difference, 
while great, is not so extreme. 

Verse 42.—“Nothing to pay .. . for- 
gave them both.” Both are equal in this 
—inability to pay, and total forgive- 
ness. Therefore love ought to be equal. 
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Verse 43.—‘*To whom he forgave most, 
, Thou hast rightly judged.” Our 
love will be great or small according 
to our estimate of the debt which -we 
have been forgiven. So long as we com- 
pare ourselves with others, our estimate 
of the debt will be small, and our love 
small. May the Lord give us to see that 
we are great debtors, and we shall be 
great lovers. 

Verses 44-46—“Thou, . . . But this 
woman.” See how Jesus builds up the 
contrast. All the marks of respect and 
honor--the washing of the feet, the kiss, 
and the anointing—had been neglected 
by this patronizing Pharisee, but “this 
woman” had made up for the lack with 
tears and kisses and anointing of love. 
The sinner was a rebuke to the Phari- 
see, 

Verse 47.—“‘Her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven; for she loved much.” The 
meaning is not that her much love has 
earned for her the forgiveness of her 
many sins, but that her much love is 
evidence that she has realized the won- 
der of her forgiveness. Where there is 
little sense of sin, and therefore a 
meager appreciation of forgiveness, love 
is small, 

Verse 48.—“Thy sins are forgiven.” A 
public declaration of what was already 
inwardly realized, 

Verse 49.—‘Who is this that forgiveth 
sins also?” The very question indicates 
that those present understand Christ’s 
words as conveying divine forgiveness. 
See chapter 5:21. 

Verse 50.—‘Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace.” Not love, but faith is the 
condition of salvation. Peace follows. 
See Romans 5:1. We might read, “Go 
into a life of peace.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Sinners Jesus will receive; 

Sound this word of grace to all. 
So wrote Mrs, Bevan, translating from 
the German of Neumeister. The Gos- 
pels are full of the fact that “this man 
receiveth sinners,” giving us unbounded 
authority to “sound this word of grace 
to all.” Our lesson is just another such 
instance. 

But Jesus does not merely receive sin- 
ners socially. His reception of them 
is no palliation of their guilt, no min- 
imizing of their evil. Nowhere does 
sin stand out in all its vileness as in 
His presence. He does not make sin- 
ners comfortable in their sin. Our Lord 
receives sinners redemptively, as the 
Minister of God’s forgiveness. “If thou, 
Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who shall stand? But there is forgive- 
ness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared” (Psa. 130:3, 4). Only those who 
have come to a real sense of sin have 
a true appreciation of forgiveness, and 
on the other hand, there is nothing so 
stirs the sense of unworthiness as for- 
giveness. In C, J, Dennis’s “Sentimental 
Bloke” it is the way Doreen forgives 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. January 27.—Nicodemus, a Hesitant 
Follower. John 3:1-21; 7:45-52; 19:38-4z 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. February 10.—The Decisions of Two 
Rich Men Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10 








him that breaks poor Bill all to pieces 
and makes him the most penitent of 
husbands: 

’Er! ’oo ’ad right to turn dead sour on me, 

Fergives like that, an’ feeds me wiv beef- 

a 
I tries to speak; 

An’ then—I ain't ashamed o’ wot I did— 

I ‘ides me face .. . an’ blubbers like a kid. 
But Doreen’s forgiveness is only a shad- 
owy picture of God's, which cost Him 
—Calvary! 

To be forgiven is to love, and the more 
deeply forgiveness is realized, the 
greater the love, Here is a Pharisee with 
no sense of sin, no sense of forgiveness, 
and no love. But there at the feet of 
Jesus is a woman prostrated with the 
shame of her sin, and overwhelmed with 
the wonder of divine pardon, with the 
result that her love for the Saviour de- 
fies the scorn and the criticism of all 
the respectable, self-righteous Phari- 
sees. Tears and kisses and sweet oint- 
ment mingle on the sacred feet, and these 
are but cutward tokens of her self- 
abandonment to Him: 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
‘Tis all that I can do. 

The Lord delights to repeat assurances 
of pardon, especially when others are 
blaming and condemning. So in face of 
the scorn of the Pharisees present, Jesus 
bears public testimony to the woman's 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW often was Jesus anointed by a 
woman? 

2. Where do we read of the anointing 
in Bethany? 

3. What courtesies did Simon fail to 
show to Jesus? 

4. Why did Simon invite Jesus to din- 
ner at all? 

5. How did this woman of the streets 
come to be presént at this dinner? 

6. Why is the difference between the 
sums involved in Matthew 18:23-35 so 
much greater than the difference be- 
tween the sums in our Lord’s parable to 
Simon? 

7. Does Luke 7:47 teach that love for 
Christ willeearn forgiveness of sins? 

8. Is it a rule that the greater the sin- 
ner, the greater his love for the Saviour 
will be? 

9. How many Simons do you find in 
the New Testament? 

10. What apostolic statement is exem- 
plified in Christ’s response to this 
woman’s action? 

(Answers on page 59) 
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forgiven state: “Thy sins are forgiven. 

. Go in peace.” Long before Paul 

ever wrote it, she knew the truth of 

Romans 5:1—‘Being justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Love and criticism (Luke 7: 36-39), 

2. Parable and application (vs. 40-47). 

3. Assurance and benediction (vs, 48- 
50). 


Topics for Development 


Great sinner, great lover. Both the 
parable and its application seem to sug- 


‘ gest that our love to God is proportion- 


ate to the magnitude of the sins which 
we have been forgiven. To leave it at 
that, however, would be to give a false 
impression, for in such a case it would 
be much better to go out and commit 
enormous crimes, to insure more love to 
God upon being forgiven. But “what 
our Saviour meant to teach was that 
the love which man bears toward God 
is in proportion to his sense of God's 
forgiveness.” Saul of Tarsus, like Simon 
of Capernaum, was a Pharisee, glorying 
in his righteousness (Phil. 3:4-6), but 
all that he learned of Christ brought 
him to look upon himself as the chief 
of sinners (1 Tim, 1:15), and he certainly 
poured the love of his heart upon the 
feet of Jesus! Frances Ridley Havergal 
from childhooti showed great nobility 
of character, yet such was her love for 
Christ that she said on one occasion 
that when she wrote the name of Jesus 
the ink i:. her pen boiled. Samuel 
Rutherford was no abandoned repro- 
bate, yet his love for Christ was such 
that he said concerning his place of con- 
finement in Aberdeen, “The presence of 
Jesus in this little room turned the 
stones in the wall into rubies.” It is 
not the degree of our sins that deter- 
mines our love. but the measure in 
which we realize our sinfulness and so 
value our forgiveness. “We love him, 
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
Personal Applications 

Is Jesus to you a theological exhibit 
to be analyzed, or a Saviour to be wor- 
shiped? 

Our Lord noticed Simon’s want of 
courtesy toward Him, and He notices 
our want of courtesy toward His serv- 
ants (see Matt. 25:40, 45). 

Tears of penitence, kisses of love, oint- 
ment of worship—‘these are the offer- 
ings to lay on His shrine.” 

Don’t hurry away after pouring your 
offering at His feet. Wait till He speaks 
to your heart. 

Love Him all you can, but never err 
in thinking that your love earns salva- 
tion. “Thy faith hath saved thee.” 

Turmoil is turned into peace at the 
feet of Jesus, 


Golden Text 


1 John 1:9.—“If we confess . . 
faithful and just to forgive. . 
cleanse.” One thing 


. he is 
. and to 
we do—confess; 





| 

















2>n. 
jul 


th, 
ur 


if 














Lesson for February 3 


but confession of sins presupposes re- 
pentance and faith. Two things He does 
—forgives, because we are guilty; and 
cleanses, because we are defiled. And 
His twofold action is based on His two- 
fold character—faithfulness to His cove- 
nant commitment, and justice, consider- 
ing that the price of sin has once been 
paid, at Calvary, 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
“Sinners Jesus Will Receive” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, who in love to sinners gave 
Thy well beloved Son to be our Sav- 
iour, help us to see how serious sin must 
be since only the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ could bring us Thy pardon and 
cleansing. Teach us to hate our sin, 
remembering that it sent our Saviour 
to the cross. Make us to love Thy will, 
and strengthen us to do it in face of 


_ every temptation to sin. Give us hearts 


of compassion for all who are far from 
Thee. Help us to help them to the 
Saviour, and never to hinder any from 
finding Him. Remember our sin-vexed 
world, and bring the healing of the Gos- 
pel to all nations. Bless the mission- 
aries we support. Help our minister, 
our Sunday schoo! staff, and all in our 
community who try to bring others to 
Christ. Show us how to help them and 
bring our friends and dear ones to Thee. 
Comfort the sad, help the distressed, 
and show all who suffer the bitter re- 
sults of their sin that Jesus Christ can 
save them. Bless Thy Word to us now, 
and pardon all our sins, for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In the long ago, 
when archery was in vogue, Englishmen 
played a game called Saints and Sin- 
ners. The aim was to shoot ten arrows 
through a hoop. He who made a perfect 
score was called a saint. He who missed 
just one shot in ten was called a sinner. 
Even near-perfect scoring left you a 
“sinner.” And that is true in the game 
of life. Breaking just one part of God’s 
Law makes a man a sinner, 

Simon the Pharisee was sure the 
woman from the streets who washed the 
feet of Jesus with her tears was a sin- 
ner. He thought it most improper for 
J2sus to let her near Him. And we 
suspect that as a very religious and 
respectable man, Simon felt himself 
something of a saint. He did not see 
that irf his own way he, too, was a sin- 
ner, needing God’s mercy just as did 
the woman. True, she had broken the 
law of purity, but Simon was breaking 
the law of love by his contempt and 
harshness toward the penitent woman. 
She knew herself to be a sinner need- 
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ing God’s mercy, and was deeply 
touched at finding that mercy through 
the Saviour. Simon felt slight need of 
God’s mercy because he did not see him- 
self a sinner. 

In the New Testament the word 
“saint” does not mean a very holy per- 
son, but simply means a Christian. And 
the word “sinner” does not mean only 
a very bad person, but any and everyone 
who has sinned in thought, word, or 
deed. Actually, it was the woman who 
was a saint and Simon who was the 
sinner. Her sinful past was forgiven 
and forsaken, and she was a believer in 
the Lord Jesus—a Christian. His sins 
of self-righteousness, pride, and harsh- 





THESE GO TOGETHER— 


LOVE FOR THE Les? 


ness still held Simon. Saints, or Chris- 
tians, are not made in this world by 
perfect scoring, for no one scores per- 
fectly. Nor are they made by near- 
perfect scoring, for God requires perfect 
obedience. Christians are made by re- 
pentance and faith. By turning from 
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sin and trusting in Christ. In this view 
> 


of things, which are you—saint or sinner? 
VANCOUVER, B, C., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And one of the Pharisees desired 
him that he would eat with him” (Luke 
7:36).—In last week’s lesson we called 
attention to some things our Lord said 
about the Pharisees. They were very 
zealous about outward appearances, but 
quite careless about reality. 

In our present lesson we learn of one 
of the Pharisees who desired the Lord 
Jesus. If there had been heart reality 
in this desire what a precious thing 
it would have been for Simon—and what 
a delight to the Lord! 

When a person genuinely desires the 
Lord, it is a manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit’s working in that one—for it is 
the Spirit’s work to present Christ in 
the excellence and perfection of His per- 
son and work. And as Christ is thus 
considered, desire is begotten to have 
Him as one’s very own, 
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In the day of Israel’s restoration, she 
will say to the Lord: “The desire of 
our soul is to thy name... . With my 
soul have I desired thee in the night; 
yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early” (Isa. 26:8, 9). 

Blessed is the person whose very soul 
and spirit yearn for our adorable Lord 
Jesus Christ! The song writer expressed 
it when he wrote: 

All that I want is in Jesus, 
He satisfies, joy He supplies; 

Life would be worthless without Him, 
All things in Jesus I find. 

Simon’s desire was not of this quality. 
This is evident from his utter neglect of 
extending the comnion courtesies to the 
Lord—also by his destructively critical 
spirit toward Him, ‘ 


“And, behold, a woman in the city, 
which was a sinner” (Luke 7:37).—We 
do well to behold her! A social outcast! 
Morally, a perfect contrast to this self- 
righteous Pharisee. She truly desired 
the Lord Jesus, or would never have 
darkened the door of that critical man’s 
house. Whatever emboldened her to 
put in her appearance at that dinner? 
Had she been told that the Lord said, 
“I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance”? Canon Farrar 
says: “It is not impossible that on that 
very day she may have heard the ‘Come 
unto me’ of Matthew 11:28.” At any rate, 
she knew enough about Him to know 
He was the one—the only one who could 
meet her deep need. “All the fitness 
He requireth is to feel your need of 
Him.” 


A heart-stricken woman said to a 
preacher: “I attend every church in 
town, but I come away as bad as I go. 
I pray for peace every day; sometimes 
I think I have it, then I lose it. I am 
a miserable woman!” The preacher, 
sensing her desperate need, opened his 
Bible at Matthew 11:28 and asked her 
to read it. She read, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” “Who said 
that?” “Jesus.” “Have you ever been 
to Jesus for rest?” The woman looked 
amazed, and the ,tears welled up in her 
eyes. Light dawned upon her, and her 
yearning heart saw no one in the uni- 
verse save “Jesus only.” She responded 
to the invitation, and was liberated on 
the spot from years of bondage. The 
old burden was lifted off, and her feet, 
like hind’s feet, leaped for joy. 


“This man, if he were a prophet, would 
have known” (Luke 7:39).—The com- 
mon people were saying, “A_ great 
prophet is risen among us; and, ,.. 
God hath visited his people” (v. 16). 
Simon didn’t have even that much light. 
He was not entertaining “angels un- 
awares”—the Christ of God was in his 
house and at his table, but he knew 
Him not. He even questioned that He 
was a prophet. However, the Lord soon 


gave him a demonstration of His mighty 
prophetic powers, 
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Simon “spake within himself.” The 
Lord read his secret thoughts and gave 
him the parable of the two debtors. One 
debtor was ten times steeper in debt 
than the other, but when they had noth- 
ing with which to pay, the gracious 
creditor freely forgaveethem both. This 
parable was intended to teach Simon 
that although he might think himself a 
small debtor, he was utterly bankrupt 
and needed forgiving mercy just as 
much as the woman, whom he regarded 
as a great debtor. 

God is the creditor. We are all in- 
debted to Him. When we stop to con- 
sider what He calls sin, we become con- 
scious of our great indebtedness. “The 
thought of foolishness is sin” (Prov, 24: 
9). “An high look, and a proud heart” 
are sins (Prov. 21:4), and “every idle 
word” (Matt. 12:36) and unbelief (John 
16:9) and “whatsoever is not of faith” 
(Rom, 14:23) and “respect to persons” 
(Jas 2:9) and every omission of known 
good (Jas. 4:17). What great sinners we 
are! And we are helpless to pay our 
debt. But Christ died for our sins, and 
rose for our justification. ‘“Whoscever 
believeth in him shall receive remission 
of sins” (Acts 10:43). 


“Thou gavest me no water for my feet. 
... Thou gavest me no kiss, . . . My 
head with oil thou didst not anoint” 
(Luke 7:44-46).—Sins of omission! What 
a contrast to the woman’s actions! “She 
hath washed my feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
... this woman , . . hath not ceased to 
kiss my feet, This woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment.” We 
are not informed what Simon’s reaction 
was to this contrast—but there was his 
opportunity to say, “Lord, I am the five 
hundred pence debtor, and this woman 
is only a fifty pence debtor!” 

The deeper our appreciation of His 
forgiveness, the greater our love to Him 
will be. The greater our love, the more 
hearty our expressions of it will be. 


“Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 
peace” (Luke 7:50).—Because He was 
God manifest in flesh, He could forgive 
sins—not only so, He could also give 
the assurance of salvation, and inform 
her that her faith had secured it for 
her. Forgiveness, salvation, and peace 
—what a trinity! They are for all who 
place faith in the Saviour who offered 
the atoning sacrifice on the cross, 


Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world 


of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
Wawona, CALIF, 


%& 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, away back in my school 

days I can distinctly remember a 
boy who was the butt of ridicule for the 
whole school. He was a Jew, the only 
one of that race attending that school. 
His widowed mother kept a millinery 
shop, and Israel] (for that was his name) 
was her only child. The boys nick- 
named him Gizzard and called him “Giz” 
for short. He was apparently a luckless, 
awkward kind of fellow, but he was 
studious and made good grades, which 
did not get him any popularity, except 
with the teacher, 

A fellow’s ability to gear in on the 
playground too often fixes his status 
with his schoolmates, and so it was with 
Giz. He wasn’t allowed to gear in, but 
they did not fail to gibe him and call 
him a “sheeny.” When Giz had leisure 
time in the schoolrpom he would be 
drawing curious looking patterns on his 
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slate, (We used slates in those days, 
not pads.) 

A few years later when Giz was six- 
teen and had finished at that school, 
the leading drygoods merchant of our 
town began to attract attention by his 
very unusual advertisements in the town 
paper. Along with skillfully drawn 
dress patterns and other garments, there 
was a most amazing flow of descriptive 
language. People looked for those 
ads as eagerly as they looked for the 
news. To our astonishment we learned 
that Giz was both the author and the 
artist. Sometimes he would break out 
in poetry, lines of cleverness and beauty. 
He drew upon the classics, upon music 
and art, upon science and history, upon 
romance and comedy, culling the most 
ornate and extravagant descriptive ad- 
jectives to set forth the excellence, the 
taste, the style, the utter indispensabil- 
ity of the goods that were for sale on 
his employer's shelves, 

Genius like that could not remain 
hidden in a little Southern: town: Next 
thing we knew Giz was at the head of 
the advertising department of one of 
New York's largest department stores. 
At the age of twenty-one he could have 
bought out a whole block of stores in 
his home town. How do you suppose 
we fellows about the same age felt, 
trying to hold or to get a job at fifteen 
dollars a week? 

I tell you this story at some length 
because it is a true pattern of what 
sometimes takes place in our spiritual 
relationships. The incident at the home 
of Simon the Pharisee reminded me of 
what happened to Giz. 

Simon, the host, scorned this woman 
of the street who came faltering in to 
the party, but determined to reach the 
feet of Jesus. And when he saw that 
the Lord Jesus permitted her to pour 
out her precious ointment upon His 
feet and to wipe them with her hair, 
he sneered and said to himself, “This 
man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him: for she is a 
sinner.”. But Jesus knew very well the 
thoughts of the Pharisee’s mind, and 
rebuked him soundly. Moreover He 
showed Simon, by the evidence of what 
had just taken place, that this despised 
woman was a thousand times better 
than he. And to the woman He said, 
“Thy faith hath saved thee: go in peace.” 
She went out of, there in possession of 
“the riches of love in Christ Jesus”— 
while Simon stewed in his self-right- 
eousness and spiritual poverty. 

Fellows, be careful how you judge 
people. Don’t judge them at all; for 
God is their judge. And it is quite pos- 
sible that some fellow alongside of you 
on the playground or in school is one 
of God’s chosen vessels for great serv- 
ice and great honor, and, even better 
still, his name is “written in heaven” 
(Luke 10:20). 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
WO weeks ago we read of our Lord’s 
being an honored guest in the home 
of a publican. What was his name? 

In our lesson today, Jesus was the 
guest of a Pharisee. The publicans were 
despised by the Jews and the Pharisees 
were honored, yet the Lord Jesus was 
treated with more courtesy in the home 
of the publican, 

Read Luke 7:36-50 responsively. As 
we read, watch for the name of the 
Pharisee and any indications of his 
character; also what is told about the 
woman; and what is revealed concerning 
our Lord. 

What was the name of the Pharisee? 
(Simon.) Let us consider Simon, the 
Pharisee. Tell what you think of him 
and give your reason for thinking it. 
(He did not believe in Jesus. If he 
had, he would not have been thinking 
that Jesus did not know what kind of 
woman was touching Him. He was not 
a kind or courteous host. He did not 
give Jesus water to wash His feet, nor 
the kiss pf welcome, both customary 
in those days. He did not love the Lord 
Jesus, at least not much.) All those 
answers are correct. Simon did not 
think very much of Jesus, and the rea- 
son is that he thought too much of him- 
self. Proud people make very poor 
friends. If we have more pride than 
love, our friendship cannot be depended 
on. Think that over, for it should never 
be true of a Christian. I see no evidence 
that Simon was born again, at least not 
at this time, unless the Lord Jesus meant 
to classify him with those who think 
they need very little forgiveness and 
so love little, 

Now report on the poor woman. (She 
must have met Jesus before this occa- 
sion and learned to love Him, for she 
came on purpose to bring Him a costly 
gift.) You are right. She must have 
met Him before and realized something 
of His goodness and something of her 
own sinfulness, ‘She must have been 
very sorry for her sins, because she 
stood behind Him weeping. She wept 
a lot, too, for she washed His feet with 
tears. She was not vain, for she wiped 
His feet with her hair. She kissed His 
feet and put costly perfume on them, 
trying to show her love.) What a con- 
trast this repentant woman made to the 
proud Pharisee sitting complacently at 
the head of his table! If he had only 
been able to see himself as he appeared 
in God’s sight, he would have wept, too. 

The Lord Jesus showed Himself to be 
God in this story. Did you find that? 
(He answered Simon’s thought, Simon 
did not say out loud that Jesus did not 
know what kind of woman was touching 
Him, but Jesus knew that thought was 
in his heart. He forgave the woman's 
sins.) Even the Pharisees knew that God 
is the only one who can forgive sins 
(Mark 2:7). The Lord Jesus here showed 
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both His cmniscience and His omnipo- 
tence. He knew all, both what was in 
Simon’s heart and what was in the 
woman’s heart. And He had power to 
forgive sins, which power belongs only 
to the one who is omnipotent. What 
else did you notice about Jesus in this 
story? (He was meek and lowly. If He 
had not been, He would have pulled 
away from the woman because she was 
known to be a sinner. He was tender 
and loving. He did not speak one word 
of reproach to her. He said she was 
forgiven, that she loved much, and that 
she had faith. And He told her to go 
in peace.) 

You girls have gotten’a lot out of this 
passage, but I want you to see something 
more. Look at the wisdom of the Lord! 
He made Simon see for himself that the 
sinful woman loved Jesus much more 
than he did. It is far better to help 
someone see a thing for himself, than 
just to say it to him. Perhaps Simon 
learned the lesson and later came to 
Jesus in repentance himself, 

If you are proud, and aloof from the 
Lord, now is the time for you girls to 
start being the kind of person that you 
ought to be. The first thing of all is 
to get in touch with the Lord Jesus 
Then read of Him in your Bible, talk 
with Him in prayer, and think of all 
His wonderful characteristics. Those are 
the ways to grow like Him. 

His humility is in great contrast to 
Simon’s pride; His graciousness in ac- 
cepting an invitation to a home where 
He was so little loved is in great contrast 
to Simon’s ungraciousness in omitting 
even the ordinary courtesies. Christ’s 
holiness shines in contrast to the sinful- 
ness of the woman, and His tenderness 
is in great contrast to the criticism of 
the other guests found in verse 49 

Let us close our class this morning 
by singing, “Let the beauty of Jesus be 
seen in me.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
4 Woman Who Was Forgiven 
(Luke 7:36-40, 46-50) 

HO has proved worthy to step be- 
side Nicodemus by following Christ 
openly this week? (Prepare footsteps 
as before, and attach to. the poster.) 
Is anyone too bad to follow Christ? A 
few Christian girls at noontime in a 
country school were reading the Bible 
together. Another girl wanted to be a 
Christian, too, but she said, “I am too 

bad to be a Christian.” Was she? 
Let’s look at the followers who did 
come: Nicodemus was a high-up, good 
man. Peter, Andrew, James, and John 
were ordinary working people But 
Matthew!—he was a bit on the shady, 
bad side, wasn’t he? And now comes a 
woman who was really bad. I guess 
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she spent all her time in badness. She 
was so bad that the nice people couldn't 
understand how the Lord Jesus would 
even let her touch Him. When she 
heard He was having dinner at a cer- 
tain man’s house, she went right in, 
and crying, stood behind Him as He lay 
at the table. (Use a picture to make the 
custom of reclining at table clear to the 
children.) Her tears fell on His bare 
feet, then she loosened her long hair 
and wiped them off. Then she kissed His 
feet and poured expensive perfume over 
them. Over and over she kissed His feet 
—so much she loved Him, so sorry was 
she for her sins! Could she be forgiven 
for her many sins—she who had lived 
in sin so long? Listen to the Lord Jesus’ 
words when everybody else thought she 
couldn’t be forgiven, (Read Luke 7:47.) 
Then He spoke to her, and she knew! 
(Read His words in vs, 48, 50.) How 
she loved Him! And do you think she 
went back into that life of sin again? 
Is anyone too bad for the Lord Jesus 
to save? “No,” says Matthew, the cheat- 
ing tax collector, “I wasn’t.” “No. even 
I wasn’t,” says this sinful woman whose 
name we do not know. Is anything you 
have done too bad to be forgiven by 
the Lord? He taught us to pray, “For- 
give us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors” (Matt, 6:12, Memory Verse). 
That prayer makes us think of some- 
thing else, too. If nothing we have done 
is too bad for God to forgive, then nath- 
ing anyone has done to us is too bad 
for us to forgive. Maybe that doesn’t 
look so good! Think of the meanest 
thing anyone has done to you lately. 
Have you forgiven him, or are you still 
feeling cross, and wishing mean things 
to him? There, if you are really going 
to follow the Lord Jesus this week, you 
have something to work on—this hig 
grudge, and all the little grudges! Yes, 
such things come between you and the 
Lord, just as you do not feel free to ask 
Mother or Father for something when 
you know you have been disobedient. 
You can’t expect God to forgive you 
your trespasses until—look at Matthew 
6: 14—until you forgive the one who was 
mean to you. Let’s tell Him about it 
right now, and get fixed up, (Prayers.) 
A diagram! on the blackboard might 
be made to illustrate the preceding: 
Print at the top, “God.” Draw a stick 
figure at the bottom. Along an arrow 
running from the stick figure upward 
print the words, “Forgive us our debts.” 
Above the point of the arrow draw a 
heavy line across as a bar, and entitle it, 
“That old grudge.” Then as though the 
arrow were deflected, draw another ar- 
row downward at an angle, and print 
along it, “as we forgive our debtors.” 
The grudge may be erased, then the 
prayer goes up to God, and our sins 
are erased, 
Orono, MAINE, 





1 Suggested by a cartoon of Dr. Pace in The 
Sunday School Times. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Miracle of Cleansing.—If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness (1 -John 1:9, 
Golden Text). The text is illustrated 
from the eye of the miner, who all day 
long is working amid the flying coal 
dust. When he emerges in the light of 
day his face may be grimy enough; but 
his eyes are clear and lustrous, because 
the fountain of tears in the lachrymal 
gland is ever pouring its gentle tides 
over the eye, cleansing away each speck 
of dust as soon as it alights. Is not 
this the miracle of cleansing which our 
spirits need in such a world as this? 
And this is what our blessed Lord is 
prepared to do for us if only we will 
confess our sins and trust Him for 
cleansing.—From Grace and Truth, Sent 
by Mrs, Charles F. Zoschke, Bartlett, 


Kans. 


The Legacy She Left.—An alabaster 
box of ointment (Luke 7:37). A woman 
working as a housekeeper sent $300 to 
the Mission in the Sudan. She had re- 
ceived this sum as a legacy. Later, 
after her death, relatives. who had re- 
garded her as being over-religious, and 
had had very little to do with her, came 
to her funeral and asked for her pos- 
sessions. They went through her trunk 
looking for a book, evidently a bank 
book, for she had been long employed 
at good wages. The little book they 
found was quite a different one, and 
told its own story. On the one side 
she had entered her wages, month after 
month, and on the opposite side, fol- 
lowing the small amounts of her ex- 
penditures, were such entries as these: 
“For Bible woman in India, $50”; “For 
native worker in China, $50."" Turning 
over the pages to the date she had re- 
ceived her $300 legacy, they found op- 
posite it, “Paid out for the Sudan, $300.” 
She needed no executors; all had been 
administered right up to date. Some 
day we will wish we could produce such 
a book in the presence of Him to whom 
we must all account for our stewardship. 
—From the Evangelical Christian. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


The Essential Difference.—And stood 
at his feet behind him weeping, and be- 
gan to wash his feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, 
and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment (Luke 7:38). A Chris- 
tian general and a judge in India were 
on a military expedition. When they 
came to a Mohammedan area they were 
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met by. several ladies of a Christian mis- 
sion. The Indian judge was impressed 
with these cultured women missionaries, 
and said, “I cannot understand why these 
ladies give up their time and risk in- 
fection working in this filthy part of 
town.” “It is rather amazing,” replied 
the general, “unless you realize their 
motive.” “Ah! that’s just my difficulty.” 
“Their motive is gratitude.” “Gratitude! 
What have our poor people ever done 
for them that these ladies should feél 
gratitude? I wish you would explain it 
for me.” “To explain would involve the 


essential differences between our re- 
ligions.” “I'll listen to you,” said the 
judge. The general gave him a story of 


a friend in greatest difficulties over 
money matters and his debt was paid by 
a kind stranger. Then he explained: 
“Though our debts have been paid and 
we are free, we owe the deepest grati- 
tude to Jesus Christ our Saviour, who 
paid them for us, and that explains these 
missionary ladies. They have only one 
motive: to prove their gratitude to Him 
who paid their debts."—From Power. 
Sent by Mrs. Charles F. Zoschke, Bart- 
lett, Kans. 


Which Needed Help?—Now when the 
Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, 
he spake within himself, saying, This 
man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him: for she is a 
sinner (Luke 7:39). Self-righteous peo- 
ple know nothing of true repentance. 
A woman told her minister she would 
leave the church if a young woman who 
shared her pew wasn’t made to occupy 
another seat. Said the minister: “Ma- 
dam, that girl was saved from a terrible 
life of sin. You say she sits and weeps 
quietly through the church services, and 
it annoys you, but it’s because her heart 


is so full of love to her Saviour. Can’t 
you try to understand her?” “No, I 
can’t,” said the woman. “People who 


show emotion over their religion annoy 
me. I have always lived a good life. 
I don’t make any fuss.” “Well, madam,” 
said the minister, “have a talk with the 
girl; I believe she car’ help you.”—As 
told by the minister. Sent by Mrs, J. 


‘Shields. West Hill, Ont., Can. 


None Without Flaws.—There was a 
certain creditor which had two debtors: 
the one owed five hundred pence, and 
the other fifty (Luke 7:41). An evange- 
list was preaching the doctrine of the 
universal loss of sinners without Christ. 
A glass manufacturer took him to task. 
“You are preaching nonsense,” he said. 
“You are preaching that if I, who do 
not pretend to be a Christian, but only 
a good moral man, do not repent and 
believe in Christ I shall be lost the same 
as the man who was hanged for murder 
last week.” A few days later, the manu- 
facturer invited the evangelist out to 
see his glass: works, and showed him 
various delicate articles made of flint 
glass. “Now,” said he, “for the con- 
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struction of these objects we must have 
vessels of particular delicacy, made of 
a peculiar clay, rather costly; these ves- 
sels, in which the liquid glass is carried 
to the molds, must be absolutely without 
a flaw. . Why, if there is the 
slightest flaw or crack in it, it is useless.” 
Thereupon he took him back of the 
works and showed him a large pile of 
such broken vessels. Some of them had 
nothing but a little flaw or crack; others 
were cleft in twain; still others were 
broken in pieces. “Now,” said he, “you 
see that I have to throw them all away, 
though some of them are very much 
less broken than others.” Then _ . . the 
evangelist said: “After all, I think you 
are much in this respect like Almighty 
God. You throw away a vessel you 
cannot use; and sin makes a human ves- 
sel useless to Him, and therefore, . . 

if you, whom sin has ruined, take no 
refuge in Christ, and do not avail your- 
self of the only power on earth that 
can make that vessel of yours whole, 
and strong, and pure, and meet for the 
Master’s use, you will be cast out into 
the same discard as the man who was 
hanged for murder last week.”—From 
Arthur T. Pierson, in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Essence of Faith—And he said to 
the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee 
(Luke 7:50). 

Faith comes to those who hear 
And heed God's saving word; 
It is the gift of wondrous grace, 

By God Himself conferred: 


Faith does not rest on works, 
On some kind deed or thought, 
But reaches out a beggar’s hand 
To take what Christ has wrought. 


Faith trusts in Christ alone, 
In His atoning blood, 
The blood that bore our sins away 
As by a mighty flood. 
Faith is the victory, 
With banners wide unfurled, 
That makes us more than conquerors 
And overcomes the world. 
—From W. M. Czamanske, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn, 


Conditional Belief—Thy faith hath 
saved thee (Luke 7:50). In a radio talk, 
Tom Rees said that he heard a man 
say he believed in having a cold bath 
first thing every morning. So he asked 
what it felt like in frosty weather, The 
man replied that he did not know. He 
did not take a cold bath first thing in 
the morning. All he had said was that 
he believed in having a cold bath every 
morning. Mr. Rees’s comment was that 
it is one thing to believe about Christ, 
but quite a different matter to commit 
yourself to Him.—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


He is with us greatly blessing us, 
though how some of our difficulties are 
to be ended, I do not see. He sees, that 


is. enough.—Hudson - Taylor, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HOPE you can find a picture for to- 

day’s lesson. It is such a beautiful 
story. The picture helps so much in 
telling the story. The point we will 
bring to your attention today is that 
you need a focal point to hold the atten- 
tion of the children. The small child 
will look around the room, or at the 
child sitting next to him, unless you have 
something to attract his attention and 
hold it. And the strange thing is that 
it makes very little difference what that 
object is, 

If you question this, try this experi- 
ment. Hold a lead pencil in your hand, 
call attention to it, and talk about some- 
thing else, but still hold the pencil and 
move it, look at it occasionally. Every 
child will watch that pencil. Why? 
Because you have called attention to it, 
and you still hold it, and they are won- 
dering about it. It is a focus of interest. 
Now if you have an object or a picture 
that is connected with the story, see 
how easily it holds the attention of the 
class. That is one reason for using visual 
aids. Small children cannot concen- 
trate on abstract subjects. They must 
have an object they can see, something 
concrete. It takes a mature mind to deal 
in abstract subjects, and we find many 
grown persons minds are not 
adult enough for it. 


whose 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 54) 

1. Twice. 

2. Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 
12:2-8, 

3. The washing of the feet, the kiss of 
welcome, the anointing for a guest of 
honor, 

4. It must have been to observe Him 
critically with a view to reporting His 
findings to the leaders. Certainly it was 
no friendly reception in honor of Jesus! 
were not unusual in 
Access was easy. 


5. Spectators 
these open porches. 

6. In the parable in Matthew 18, the 
contrast is drawn between man’s debt to 
God and man’s debt to man; here the 
varying degrees of man’s debt to God 
are in view. 

7. No. The “for” in this verse 
nifies “as evidenced by the fact that.” 
We use the word the same way in such 
a statement as: “That woman is very 
sorrowful, for she is weeping so.” 

8. Not necessarily. Mary of Bethany 
was a pure woman, yet showed like love 
for the Lord, 

9. Nine (Matt, 4:18; 10:4; 13:55; 26: 
27:32; Luke 7:40; John 6:71; Acts 8: 
9: 43). 

10. Romans 5:1, 


WHEATON, Itt. 


sig- 


6; 
9; 
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If the attention of a class wanders or 
is distracted by something that has oc- 
curred, get it back quickly by using 
some picture or object or action that will 
bring all eyes looking front again. 

The most important lesson for the 
Primaries today is that of forgiveness. 
We are all so prone to see the big sins 
of the other person and forget our own, 
which of course, are very small in com- 
parison. That was the way the. Phari- 
sees felt. Everybody knew that the 
woman who had come with her box of 
precious perfume to anoint the feet of 
the Lord Jesus was an awful sinner. 
Almost every town has a woman like 
this, and even the children know she is 
awfully wicked, though they know noth- 
ing of what she does. And so many 
times the reputation may not be just, 

Last year on Halloween two little boys 
came to my door for a treat. They 
were all in a twitter because the woman 
across the street had yelled at them and 
driven them out of the yard. They said 
she was a terrible old woman, looked 
like a witch. I told them they were 
very wrong, she was not old, didn’t look 
like a witch, and was one of my friends. 
She is Italian, and was frightened ter- 


ribly, for her husband was gone; she 
does not understand English well, and 


thought the boys were going to do some 
damage. 

But in our lesson the woman was 
really very bad, and the Pharisees would 
not for anything have touched her, nor 
have let her touch them. So they, of 
course, thought Jesus didn’t know how 
bad she was. But Jesus did know. And 
He knew more, He knew her heart. And 
He knew Simon’s heart. He had asked 
the Lord to eat in his house, but he 
had not treated Him with the common 
courtesy of having a servant bring water 
for washing the feet. He had not given 
Jesus the kiss which was a saiute, but 
this wicked woman had anointed His 
feet and had not ceased to kiss His 
feet since she came into the room, 

We are not told how it happened, but 
somehow this woman had come to love 
the Lord Jesus, and came bringing her 
tears of repentance and perfume of wor- 
ship to Him. Jesus forgave her sins, not 
because of her offering, but because of 
her faith. It took real courage to come 
into the house of the Pharisee,. where 
she knew she was despised, to bring her 
offering to Jesus. 

I wonder if we ever make it hard 
for anyone to believe on the Lord Jesus 
because we are not loving and kind to 
them. I'm afraid it happens quite often. 
We try to get a child to come to Sun- 
day school, and the mother says she can- 
not come because her clothes are too 
poor, and the girls that go to the Sunday 
school make fun of her. Oh, dear, can 
it be true? 

A very bad boy was brought into a 
certain Sunday school class, and became 
very much interested. The teacher was 
trying to lead him to accept Christ as 
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his Saviour, and let Him change his life. 


.A prominent family took their boy out 


of that class because they didn’t want 
him to be with such a bad boy. The 
teacher was wise enough to transfer the 
complaining boy to another class and 
finally win the bad boy for the Lord. 

One of the very strange flaws in our 
vision is the way we see our sins as com- 
pared with the other fellow’s sins. His 
sin is a great, horrible thing, while ours 
is not so bad, and was really only a 
mistake. Oh, if we could see ourselves 
as we look in God’s sight! It would help 
some if we could only see ourselves as 
others see us, 

The Memory Verse is so good for all 
of us, great and small. If we truly love 
the Lord Jesus, and know how much He 
has to forgive us, His love will just 
overflow into the lives of those our lives 
touch each day. We love Him because 
He first loved us, when we were yet 
sinners, 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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Reading the Bible Through 
(Continued from page 52) 


den concerning the hard names he was 
reading, “If I should happen to meet 
one of these old duffers in Heaven, it 
would be rather awkward to have to 
confess that I had never heard of him.” 

Suppose some day in Heaven I met a 
man named Arphaxad and I shculd say, 
“You lived in the times of Demosthenes, 
did you not?” And he would answer, 
“Better go back to your mansion and 
read Genesis 10:22, or 1 Chronicles 1:17.” 
Would I not feel rather cheap to dis- 
cover I had been talking to a grandson 
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of Noah, and that I had taken him for a 
Greek? I ought to know my Bible bet- 
ter than that. 

Leviticus, with so much about 
fices and feasts, often proves a stumbling 
block to the novice who starts with the 
plan of reading the Bible through. Much 
of it is such uninteresting reading to 
him. But it casts much light upon the 
atoning death of Christ. There would, 
perhaps, have been less rejection of the 
blood atonement among some church 
leaders of today had they known their 
Old Testament better. 

When the woman with ten pieces of 
silver lost one, she sought diligently till 
she found it. She looked in every por- 
tion of her house. We are not making 
a thorough search of Scriptures unless 
we search them all. 

Reading the Bible from beginning to 
end, and often, strenethens one’s belief 
in it as the very Word of God. Man- 
made books pall on cne, after repeated 
readings. There are very { 


sacri- 


few of them 
that you care to read more than once, 
and those that you do, you finally mas- 
ter: but the more you read the Bible, 
the more you will enoy it and learn from 
it. It never wears out. Only God could 
have given such a book. 

“Reading maketh a full man.” Read- 
ing through the Bible, as Dr, James M 
Gray pointed out, brings to the individ- 
ual a stock of Bible information that 
can never be gotten by listening to 
thousands of sermons or to Bible school 
teaching for a lifetime. With facts of 
the Bible stored away in the mind, one 
has background for better preaching, 
better teaching, and better hearing. 

Only fifteen minutes a day will enable 
one to read the Bible through in a year. 
It is not easy at first, but once you have 
formed the daily habit, it will be a de- 
light and bring you a blessing all your 
days. 

Amos R. Wells must have had the 
habit, for he wrote: 

You who like to play at Bible 

Dip and dabble, here and there, 

Just before you kneel. aweary, 

And yawn through a hurried prayer; 

You who treat the Crown of Writings 

As you treat no other book 
Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look 
Try a worthier procedure 
Try a broad and steady view 
You will kneel in very rapture 
When you read the Bible through! 
RICHMOND, KANSs. 


oe 
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Was Naomi Chastened? 


(Continued from second page) 


Moabites (for example, Jer. 9:26; 25:15, 
21; Ezek. 25:11; Amos 2:1-3; Zeph. 2: 
8-11). 

Matthew Henry’s comments on the 


passage in question are, as usual, quaint 
and revealing: 

“The marriage of his two sons to two 
of the daughters of Moab after his death, 
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v. 4. All agree that this was ill done. 
The Chaldee says, They transgressed 
the decree of the.word of the Lord in 
taking strange wives, If they would 
not. stay unmarried till their return to 
the land of Israel, they were not so far 
off but that they might have fetched 
themselves wives thence. Little did 
Elimelech think, when he went to so- 
journ in Moab, that ever his sons would 
thus join in affinity with Moabites. But 
those that bring young people into bad 
acquaintance, and take them out of the 
way of public ordinances, though they 
may think them well-principled and 
armed against temptation, know not 
what they do, nor what will be the end 
thereof. It does not appear that 
the women they married were prose- 
lyted to the Jewish religion, for Orpah 
is said to return to her gods (vy, 15); 
the gods of Moab were hers still. ._ . 

“The death of Elimelech and his two 
sons, and the disconsolate condition Na- 
omi was thereby reduced to. Her hus- 
band died (v. 3) and her two sons (v. 
5) soon after their marriage, and the 
Chaldee says, Their days were shortened, 
because they transgressed the law in 
marrying strange wives. 

“She acknowledges the hand of God, 
his mighty hand, in the affliction. ‘It 
is the Lord that has brought me home 
again empty; it is the Almighty that has 
afflicted me.’ Note, Nothing conduces 
more to satisfy a gracious soul under an 
affliction than the consideration of the 
hand of God in it. It is the Lord, 1 Sam, 
3:18; Job 1:21. Especially to consider 
that he who afflicts us is Shaddai, the 
Almighty, with whom it is folly to con- 
tend and to whom it is our duty and 
interest to submit. It is that name of 
God by which he enters into covenant 
with his people: I am God Almighty, 
God All-sufficient, Gen. 17:1. He af- 
flicts as a God in covenant, and his all- 
sufficiency may be our support and sup- 
ply under all afflictions. He that empties 
us of the creature knows how to fill us 
with himself. She speaks very feelingly 
of the impression which the affliction 
had made upon her: He has dealt very 
bitterly with me. The cup of affliction 
is a bitter cup, and even that which 
afterwards yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness, yet, for the present, is 
not joyous, but grievous, Heb, 12:11. Job 
complains, Thou writest bitter things 
against me, Job 13:26. She owns the af- 
fliction to come from God as a contro- 
versy: The Lord hath testified against 
me, Note, When God corrects us he 
testifies against us and contends with us 
(Job 10:17), intimating that he is dis- 
pleased with us. Every rod has a voice, 
the voice of a witness.” 


b 
Why should I start at the plow of my 


Lord that maketh deep furrows on my 
soul? I know that He is no idle hus- 


bandman: He purposeth a crop.—Sam- 
uel Rutherford. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The Stories of Thomas. By Oswald J. 
Smith, Litt.D, (The People’s Press, 100 
Bloor East, Toronto 5, Can., 50 cents, 
paper.) One does not usually think of 
doubting Thomas as a writer. But Dr. 
Smith imagines him as having a winsome 
pen as he pictures for children various 
incidents in the life of “My Master.” 
The first of these is the storm on Gali- 
lee’s sea when the friends of Jesus were 
reproved for their so-small faith. The 
second describes the miracle catch of 
fishes and the call to a new kind of fish- 
ing. Then follows the story of the 
maniac’s healed mind; the five thousand 
comforted and fed; Peter’s strange walk 
on top of the water; Bartimzus given 
glorious sight; Jairus’ daughter and 
Lazarus both brought back from death; 
the palsied man no longer shaking and 
twitching; and the man born blind given 
new eyes and a new heart. The last 
narratives are those of the trial, death, 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Pic- 
ture illustrations are from old familiar 
artists, and the print exactly right for 
upper Primary and Junior children, 


Teaching the Bible Story. By Alfred 
Schmieding, M.A. (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; $1.50.) Fifteen 
years have passed since the first edition 
of this Sunday school teacher's manual, 
and though shifts in methods and means 
have made some revision necessary 
the organization and arrangement of 
material has been kept intact. Part one 
opens with a challenge to dispel con- 
fusion and haziness in teaching by de- 
tailed study, so that opportunities for 
work with children can be created and 
such opportunities may be used most 
effectively. Then the teacher is shown 
how to develop a sympathetic under- 
standing of pupils, and gives the Bible 
basis for child study. Next, light is fo- 
cused on the Bible story itself, along with 
five basic methods employed in telling 
it. A number of supplementary methods 
are also described. The second part of 
the book, entitled, “The Bible Story as 
a Unit,” names the objectives and aims 
of all good Sunday school teaching, and 
explains how to lead up to a doctrinal 
conclusion. Homework, pictures, and 
object lessons are all considered, but 
the teacher is urged to concentrate on 
the Bible story and its present, personal 
meaning. Each chapter closes with a 
summary and a list of related problems 
for teacher study—this last being one. of 
the book’s most valuable contributions. 
Finally the author gives word pictures 
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An outside bulletin board 
will advertise your church, but 
Schulmerich “Carillonic Bells” 
will do it much more effectively. 
Their clear bell tones provide 
inspirational music for all within 
hearing—setting a mood in 
minds and hearts, a mood recep- 
tive to your message. 

For a moderate price, 
“Carillonic Bells” provide music 
that successfully advertises your 
church in every part of the com- 
munity. No church tower is 
required. Write for further details, 
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Sellersville, Penna. 
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of actual class sessicns, which embody 
and carry out suggestions previously 
made. A generous bibliography closes 


this sound and valuable treatise 


New Schaff-Herzog Encyc'cpcdia of 
Rcligious Knowledge, Vols. VI to XIII, 
inc. Editor in chief, Samuel Macaulay 
Jackson, D.D., LL.D. (Baker Book House, 


Grand Rapids 6. Mich., $4.50 per volume.) 


This work is a reissue of a set prepared 
about forty years ag It is still of great 
value, and Volumes I to XIII of the re- 
issued work were reviewed in THE SuN- 
DAY S:root Times of August 5, 1950 
Almost every subject of importance in 
the field of religion is touched upon, 
and the outstanding ones are treated in 
considerable detail. The impcrtant char- 
acters of church history, and mest of 
the prominent figures in the religious 
life of the world during the vears pre- 
ceding the publication of this series, 


authority and accuracy, 
and there are excellent discussions of 
a great number of Biblical and theo- 
logical subjects. The Encyclopedia fills 
a great need, and should be in the library 
of every student of the Bible or of the 
Christian religion. 

Two supplementary volumes to the 
original work of twenty-two volumes 
are promised in the future and will be 
commented upon when they appear 

The books are well printed on good 
paper and of convenient size. The type 
is clear and easily read. Baker Book 
House has rendered a real service to 
the Christian world by reprinting this 
excellent work. 


are treated with 


Lange’s Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures (Revelation). By John Peter 
Lange, edited by Philip Schaff. (Zonder- 
van Pub, House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich.., 
$3.95.) Completing the New Testament 
division of Lange’s Commentary, nine 
volumes of which were reviewed in THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times of September 
8, 1951, this volume is one of the most 


interesting books in the entire series. 
There have been many commentaries 
on Revelation. Some of them are un- 
satisfactory because they contain un- 
christian interpretations. Others are 
unsatisfactory because of _ insufficient 
scholarship. Still others seem to lack 
in judgment. The present commentary 
has none of these faults Professor 
Lange was a man of keen intellect, 
thorough orthodoxy, and_ extensive 
knowledge of Biblical passages and 
teachings. His understanding of the 


original languages of Scripture was out- 
standing. A commentary on Revelation 
by such a man 1s bound to be especially 
valuable. 

In a truly scholarly and believing 
commentary on Revelation it is natural 
to expect to find premillennial views. 
Those who interpret the book in other 
ways reach a perplexing variety of con- 
clusions. In order to escape its premil- 
lennial teachings they find it necessary 
to take so much of the book as symbolic 
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that one is practically left free to make 
it mean anything he wants, If an inter- 
prcter takes the words as they stand, and 


attempts to make sense out of them, he 
is forced to come out with a premillen- 
nial interpretation. The present com- 
mentary does exactly this. Most gra- 
ciously and fairly it describes other 
views of Revelation, but it points out 


clearly and pcsitively that premillennial- 
ism best fits the statements of the book. 

Revelation is the only book in the 
Bible in which a special blessing is de- 
clared to belong to these who read it, 
and a special curse placed upon any 
who add to or take away from it. De- 
spite this, it is one of the most neglected 
books of the Scripture. Lange’s Com- 
mentary on Revelation is a book which 
should be in the library of every Bible 
student, 


Ephesians—An Exposition. By Louis 
T. Talbot, D.D.. LL.D, (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, Ill., $2.) Dr. James 
Stalker, one of Scotland’s greatest 


preachers, has said of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, “This is perhaps the pro- 
foundest book in existence: yet its author 
evidently expected the Ephesians to un- 
derstand it.” Evidently Dr. Talbot feels 
much the same way. He seeks to show 
that the revelation which God has given 
in the Ephesian Letter is by far the 
greatest He has ever given. Many stu- 
dents of the Word have sought to bring 
out the riches of this portion. This re- 
viewer has read quite a number of these 
expositions, and he feels that Dr, Tal- 
bot’s little volume of one hundred and 
seventy-two pages is one of the most 
usable. The outline, given in the form 
of a chart, is calculated to catch the 
eye. Then paragraph after paragraph 
of the Letter is presented, with the heart 
of its teaching given in a simple and 
helpful manner. Much of the truth is 
uncovered by the author’s understand- 
ing of the Tabernacle of Exodus, thus 
he binds together the Word. There are 
many illustrations, many of them from 
his own varied experience in Australia, 
Canada, and this country. His closing 
statement should whet your appetite for 
the reading of the little volume, “What 
a marvelous Epistle the Ephesian Letter 


is! What a solid rock on which to 
stand! May God create within our 
hearts an ever-increasing enjoyment of 
the wonders of His Word!” 


The Bible Story. By Marian M. School- 
land. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) Children have little 
opportunity to learn that the Bible is 
a connected and consecutive story. The 
usual Bible story book—and even the 
majority of Sunday schools—familiarize 
the child with the separate stories, but 
so often the unity of the whole Bible 
is lost. Marian Schoolland has prepared, 
in this latest of her many fine books 
for children, a new approach toward 
“helping children to grasp the meaning 
and purpose of the Bible narrative” as 
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a whole. Necessarily, much detail has 
had to be omitted because of this un- 
usual emphasis. Beginning with the 
account of Creation, the first chapter is 
divided into five sections and covers 
Genesis 1 to 11. The second chapter, 
in its three sections, tells of Abram, who 
was called by God; how God visited him 
and promised him a son; and then of 
Isaac, the son of promise, and of the 
sacrifice Abraham was willing to make 
There are fifteen chapters, and 124 pages 
in all. The last chapter is entitled 
“Jesus Is Coming Again.” There are 
twelve beautifully colored illustrations 
and four outline maps, and the book is 
attractively and substantially bound. It 
is printed in large type that children 
can easily read, and is especially plan- 
ned for boys and girls, aged nine to 
fifteen years. 


The Synoptic New Testament. By Rus- 
sell A. Peterson, (Meador Pub. Co., Bos- 
ton 15; $2.50.) Not a New Testament, 
this is a harmony of the Gospels in a 
new translation. With reference to the 
Greek text of the Scriptures, the author 
“has always been a firm believer in the 
Eclectic Principle.” The term is unde- 
fined. In the matter of chronological 
arrangement, the author follows Mark’s 
order first, then “the second half of 
Luke,” then John for “the over-all time 
nexus” (p. 7). The translator says that 
he has followed “specific rules of trans- 
lation,” but his description of these 
“rules” (pp. 7 to 9) seems anything but 
specific. 

The translation bristles with passages 
which this reviewer does not consider 
justifiable. Luke 1:1 begins, “Several 
attempts have been made .. .” but 
Luke explicitly says “many,” which is 
not the same as “several,” and “attempts” 
is misleading. “Friend Theophilus” is 
substituted for “most excellent The- 
ophilus,” which is a very different idea. 
John’s Gcspel opens, “The Word already 
existed at the beginning of time. The 
Word was with God, yet the Word was 
God. Both He and God existed when 
time began.’ Now, whatever John meant 
by “in the beginning,” he certainly did 
not specify a beginning of time, The 
words, “believe in his name” (John 1: 
12), are unjustifiably rendered “believe 
in his mission.” 

There are, of course, many excellent 
points among the objectionable features 
throughout the translation, 


Commentary on the Gospel of Luke. 
By Norval Geldenhuys. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub, Co., Grand Repids 3, Mich., 
$6.) This is the first in a series of 
volumes to be published as “The New 
International Commentary on the New 
Testament,” under the general editor- 
ship of Dr. Ned B. Stonehcuse of Phila- 
delphia. There will be seventeen vol- 
umes in all, to be written by men of the 
Reformed faith in America, Europe, and 
South Africa. Mr. Geldenhuys is a 
minister of the Dutch Reformed Church 
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of South Africa. At present he is direce 
tor of publications for that group. This 
exposition of Luke’s Gospel is based 
upon the Greek text, but for the sake 
of those who do not read Greek the 
text of the Gospel is printed in the Eng- 
lish of the Revised Version of 1881. 
The comments are evangelical, warm- 
hearted, scholarly There is much in- 
formation and inspiration here for the 
preacher and the Sunday school teacher, 
although, unfortunately, Mr. Geldenhuys’ 
prophetic point of view is amillennial, In 
addition to the body of the commentary, 
there are helpful articles on such subjects 
as the time and place of writing, the 
author, language, style, and vocabulary 
of Luke, the Gospel’s historical trust- 
worthiness, and the like. Extensive 
and learned footnotes and subject-and- 
Scripture indexes add to the usefulness 
of this readable and refreshing work. 
The untrained student of the Bible as 
well as the scholar can derive great bene- 
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fit from Mr, Geldenhuys’ analyses, for 
they are thorough, abreast of: contem- 
porary scholarship, and true to the Bible 
as the infallible Word of God. 


A Commentary on the Gospel of John. 
By F. B. Meyer. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $3.50.) Seventy- 
three meditations in the Gospel of John 
bring light and understanding to the 
reader of this reprint of the work of a 
well-known preacher and author. Two 
former volumes, “The Life and Light of 
Men,” and, “Love to the Uttermost,” 
have been combined to make this one- 
volume commentary. As is to be ex- 
pected from F. B. Meyer, the treatment 
is devotional, expository, and in homi- 
letical form. Any one of the chapters 


could be preached as a sermon. The 
outlining is clear and apt. The com- 
ments are discerning and rich. Each 


chapter deals with a section or para- 
graph of the Gospel and has a key verse 
and an appropriate title, Those studying 
John with the help of this book will not 
only know that Gospel better, but will 
receive insight into other parts of Scrip- 
ture as well, for Dr, Meyer uses cross 
references freely and expertly. 


Christ in Isaiah. By F. B, Meyer. (Zon- 


dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $2.50.) The title of this book is 


misleading, for the work is not a por- 
trayal of the person of Christ through- 
out, nor does it cover all of Isaiah. The 
scope of the meditations is chapter forty 
to chapter fifty-five in Isaiah, and the 
over-all theme is the Gospel, or Chris- 
tian comfort, in Isaiah. It is an inspir- 
ing series of meditations, twenty-eight 
in all, and is typical of the writing of 
this consecrated and capable author. 
Each chapter is full of the comfort and 
consolation of the Scriptures. The ma- 
terial is expertly outlined and appropri- 
ately illuminated by apt illustrations and 
Bible verses. A choice bit of poetry 
appears at the head of each message, 
revealing an alertness on Dr. Meyer's 
part that made possible the finding and 
filing of them for just such a use. The 
public in general would benefit from 
the reading of these deeply spiritual 
sermons, but preachers in particular will 
appreciate and profit by the insight and 
skill of these New Testament disserta- 
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tions, based on one of the grandest sec- 
tions of the Old. 


Peter. By F. B, Meyer. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$2.50.) Peter’s contacts and conversations 
with the Lord and his conduct, both 
before and after Pentecost, are discern- 
ingly studied in this biography of the 
so-human fisherman, disciple, and apos- 
tle. Dr. Meyer uses texts from the four 
Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and 
Peter’s Epistles. Each chapter is an ex- 
pository sermon written in choice lan- 
guage. With literary skill and spiritual 
power the author draws helpful lessons 
as he journeys with Peter from the hour 
ef his call to follow the Lord to the 
hour of his call to die for the Lord. 
There is information and inspiration at 
every point. Whether it is when Peter 
declares his faith in Christ as the Son 
of God, or when he denies his Lord, or 
when he delivers his great sermon on 
the day of Pentecost, or whenever, Dr. 
Meyer with his analyses of the apostle’s 
utterances and undertakings makes Peter 
vividly real. The result is refreshing 
and rewarding reading. 


The Way Into the Holiest. By F. B. 
Meyer. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.50.). The Epistle to 
the Hebrews is the subject of this vol- 
ume, which is a welcome reprint edition 
of Dr. Meyer’s helpful expositions, There 
are thirty-five sermonlike chapters 
Christ is exalted, faith is challenged, en- 
couragement is offered, and exhortation 
to good works is put forth. F,. B. Meyer 
was a devout student of the Word of 
God, and it is in evidence in this work 
to a marked degree. The meanings of 
many words and phrases are carefully 
explained and the truths aptly applied. 
The Christian who is seeking meaty 
devotional reading, as well as the stu- 
dent who wants more light on the doc- 
trines of the faith, will find these pages 
rewarding. 


Introductory Guide to the Old Testa- 
ment. By Merrill F. Unger. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$4.95.) The first prize in Zondervan’s 
Christian textbook contest was awarded 
to Dr. Unger, professor at Dallas The- 
ological Seminary, for this book, Writ- 
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ten to meet the need for strictly con- 
servative textbooks in Bivle institutes, 
Christian colleges, and theological semi- 
naries, this vclume will lead the student 
safely through the maze of destructive 
critical views. Dr, Unger believes firmly 
in the plenary, verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch, the unity of Isaiah, the pre- 
millennial appearing of the Lord Jesus, 
and the restoration of Israel. With this 
background of convictions, the author 
presents and intelligently discusses the 
uniqueness and inspiration of the Old 
Testament: canon, text, Apocrypha, ver- 
sions, and the like. There are also in- 
troductions to each of the Old Testament 
books. Dr, Unger speaks with a full 
knowledge of the destructive critic's 
views. of Hebrew, and of archaeology. 
His book is consequently more—much 
more—than mere dogmatic cpinion, Es- 
pecially commendable and useful is the 
extensive bibliographical information, 
At the end of each chapter, and also 
at the close of the introduction to each 
Book of the Old Testament, titles of 
books which may be consulted fer fur- 
ther information, or for confirmation 
of statements made by Dr. Unger are 
listed. Of particular interest and value 
are the separate lists of the available 
Conservative literature. The author has 
indeed rendered prize-winning service 
to the cause of Christ and the Gospel 
with this talented volume 


Thine Is the Kingdom. By J. H. Hunter, 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., $3.) Thrilling, captivating, re- 
vealing, combined with suspense, sur- 
prise, and satisfaction, are only a few 
of the terms required to describe this 
genuinely Christian novel. It is not dif- 
ficult to understand why the judges of 
this second Zondervan international 
Christian fiction contest chose this story 
as the four thousand dollar winner. Be- 
ginning in Moscow and ending up in 
Ontario, Can., the reader is carried along 
with a fast-moving drama, with not a 
dull page in the book. The description 
of the smooth and efficient work of Brit- 
ish and American law enforcement agen- 
cies, as they deal with the deception and 
intrigue of espicnage, is enough to hold 
the reader spellbound. Then the im- 
personation of one twin brother for the 
other, with their contrasting characters, 
and the resultant complications is skill- 
fully handled. 

The danger, the stealth, and the en- 
croachments of that international octo- 
pus called Communism are plainly set 
forth, as are also God's grace, goodness, 
mercy, power, protection, and ability to 
care for His own. The truths of Chris- 
tianity are woven into the story in a 
masterful fashion, and the reader who 
is not yet a Christian may well trem- 
ble as he reads. This is positively a 
“must” for all Trmes readers who enjoy 
good Christian fiction. The author did 
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an excellent job on his first two novels, 
“The Mystery of Mar Saba” and “Ban- 
ners of Blood,” but it is the opinion of 
this reviewer that he outdid himself on 
this volume. You will not be disap- 
pointed in this novel. 
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Victorious Life Conferences 
. ' . 
at America's Keswick 
HERE is still opportunity to attend 
two of the Month-End Conferences 
held during the winter at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. These 
are as follows: 

March 28-30 _Prof. Earl Tschudy, Miss 
Joy Leister, and Dr, Dorothy Harris. 
April 25-27—Rev, Richard Seume and 

missionary to be announced, 
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Among Lost Sinners; We 
Already Have Increasing 
Revival; God’s Way to 
Mass Revival. Let your 
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The following nine conferences are 
planned for the summer: 

May 29-June 1—Memorial Day 
June 14-22—Student (LV.C.F.) 
July 3-6—July Fourth 
July 7-13—Young People 
July 14-17—Ministers 
July 19-27—General 
August 2-10—Young People 
August 16-24—General 
Aug. 29-Sept. 1—Labor Day 


For further information, write to the 
Victorious Life Testimony, Room _ 506, 
Commonwealth Bldg.@1201 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 7, 
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Sunday, February 3 
2. United in Christ 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 
(Rom, 12:4, 5; Eph. 4:1-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

UST as last week’s topic, “Committed 

to Christ,” preceded our topic for 
this week, “United in Christ,” so in 
the spiritual life of the believer accept- 
ance of and committal to Christ must 
precede union with other believers in 
Christ. One of the great tragedies of 
the day in which we live is the wide- 
spread teaching that some sort of union 
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in Christ is possible with those who have 
never really accepted Him as personal 
Saviour and committed their lives to 
Him. There can be no union, for ex- 
ample, between true Christians and Uni- 
tarians, or Christian Scientists, or New 
Thoughtists, or Buddhists, or Confucian- 
ists, not because of any superiority of 
true believers, but wholly upon the 
ground that unity and Christian fellow- 
ship is impossible between believers and 
those who reject or deny Jesus Christ 
as the unique Son of God and the Sav- 
iour of the world. 
gee 

Word does clearly teach 
the Lord Jesus 
and that to- 


But God’s 
that all believers on 
Christ are united in Him, 
gether they make up what the Bible 
calls His body (Rom, 12:5), likening it 
to a human body made up of many mem- 
bers. This body is not an ecclesiastical 


or denominational organization. It is a 
spiritual, living organism. 
Se 
A human body. in order to be alive and 
function properly, must have a_ head 
which directs and co-ordinates all its 
activities. So the spiritual body, made 


up of all believers, has a Head, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the source of its 
nourishment and direction (Eph. 1:22: 
4:15; Col. 2:19). It is obvious then that 
any who refuse to recognize the Lord 
Jesus as Head, or who deny that He is 
the Son of God, can have no member- 
ship in His body, 
ye 

On the other hand, God’s Word shows 
that those who form His body become 
a part of it by baptism (1 Cor, 12:13), 
not outward baptism which is merely a 
sign or symbol, but the inner baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, which comes only 
through personal faith in Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord (Gal. 3:26, 27) 

Carrying out further the analogy be- 
tween the spiritual body of Christ made 
up of all believers, and a human body, 
made up of many members, we learn 
that by God’s will and direction some 
members have certain gifts or functions 
while other members have other gifts 
and functions (1 Cor. 12:12-24). This 
does not mean that God favors some as 
against others, but, knowing our par- 
ticular abilities and qualifications, He 
places us in that particular part of His 
body where we can be of greatest serv- 
ice to Him and to the other members 
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of the body and where His plans for 
the whole can be furthered. 
ie 

We are all familiar with the fact that, 
in a human body, the members are 
linked or joined one to another, and 
that through the joints nourishment and 
strength are supplied to all. The blood 
vessels that supply the hand or the foot, 
for example, must pass through cther 
members of the body. An arm could 
have no strength if its muscles were not 
fastened to other portions of the body 
in such a way as to bring into operation 
the principle of levers. When you lift 
something with your hand, the arm, the 
shoulder, the chest, and even the legs 
ail have their part in doing the work. 
It is not surprising therefore to find 
in Ephesians 4:16 the statement that 
members of the body of Christ are all 
linked together and are sources cf sup- 
ply to other members, sharing in vari- 
ous ways and degrees the work that is 
being aceomplished by the whole body 
or by other members of it. 

od 
Finally, we need to understand that 
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come through an injured member of money. wi—ELAND PERFUME COMPANY 
the body of Christ, yet it is just as real 2930 N. 12th Street Philadelphia 33, Pa. 
and just as much in need of healing and 
repair as is a physical injury, in order 
that there may be no division, or schism, 
in the body of Christ (1 Cor, 12:25), 
be 

It is important in studying this topic 
that we see the great truth that gen- 
uine faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and as the Son of God unites 
individuals regardless of color, or nation- 


ality, or particular denominational label. YOU ARE INVITED 


But it is equally important to discern 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 
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between a false unity, based merely on to 

some nebulous idea of brotherhood or share the responsibility of providing a 
aspiration, and the true unity that is Christian education for our young people 
possible only through “holding fast the today. Never has the need been greater. 
Head,” the Lord Jesus Christ, the unique Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
Son of God. sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 


PHILADELPHIA, morrow. Address: 


For = W orship Shelton College 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 








Sunday School Lesson Committee. A NEW EDITION oF 
January 28 to February 3 ' ; iC Bibl 
M Psalm 63. Seek the Lord A UNOMISt alt IS InIe 
ee ee ee ee By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 
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and their souls and bodies cry out for tor of Research of one of the world’s 
His grace and power. When George largest industrial corporations. 


Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 


Mueller visited this country he was too 
ill to speak at one engagement. After 
a substitute had spoken, he was asked 
to stand and let people have a good look taxied 
at him. All he could say to them was, The Sunday School Times Company 
“I am glad I know God!” Those who $25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
know God seek Him continually. Do 
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you? Pray for Columbia Bible College, 
} Columbia, S, C. 
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rT itt TAT cpt TN AA PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The exceeding 
Latin Am lea ag. riches of his grace in his kindness 
| {ARPA | toward us through Christ Jesus.” God 
in the gift of His Son, who loved us 
and gave Himself for our sins, has ex- 
ceeded all other acts of His benevolence. 
Eternal years will be all too short to 
utter half His praise. Forever our Hal- 
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With God-given vision and a sense of urgency, mission- 
ary publishing hcuse Editorial Caribe has embarked 
full-speed-ahead on a course that is bringing Christ to 
the 21 nations of Latin America more effectively than 
ever before. Spanish pamphlets, tracts, and books have 
























never been more essential in telling the Gospel story. lelujah Chorus will be Revelation 1:5. 
But Editorial Caribe needs your help—in prayer and in The boundless love of God shown 
stewardship — to provide the new through Jesus is unutterable. Pray for 
— — a bes ; so a al Louisville Hebrew Christian Fellowship, 
much needed right now. Let us hear Ir, 1277 Eastern Parkway, Louisville, 
from you today ! tJ 
SZ Wed.—Psalm 119:9-16. 
Edttorial Caribe God’s Word in the Heart. 
Publishers of Gospel Literoture for Latin America PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy word have 
c/o Dept. F, Latin America Mission, Inc I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
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sin against’ thee. David found the se- 





Christianity for which TAYLOR stands. 


/ MORE THAN A CENTURY 


~ OF Christian emphasis in higher 

‘ education forms the background of 

the TAYLOR of today. Founded in 1846, 

it has occupied its present location since 

1893, when the Administration Building 

and tower shown herewith were con- 
structed. 


ar “Taylor Tower” symbolizes that early 


Because of its spirituality, its evan- 
gelistic enthusiasm, and its interest in 
students needing financial assistance, it 
found a place in the great heart of 
Missionary Bishop William Taylor. No 
school with such a vision could be other 
than interdenominational and world- 
wide in scope. TAYLOR has consistently 
made an outstanding contribution to 
the work of the evangelical church as a 
whole, sending its graduates back into 
their own Christian groups in loyalty to 
the Christ of their faith. 
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An attractively illustrated 
Brochure, ‘Surveying TA Y- 
LOR”, will be mailed you 
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cret of victory. His pronoun “thee” 
tells us that his whole heart sought the 
Lord (v. 10). Christ is our only hope 
of victory. His Word hidden in our 
heart will keep us from sin. “By the 
word of thy lips I have kept me from 
the paths of the destroyer” (Psa, 17:4). 
Pray for Victorious Life Testimony, Inc., 
1201 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7. 


Thurs.—Matthew 15:1-10. 
“Out of the Heart.” 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Their heart is 
far from me.” If the heart be evil, 
things which come out of it “vill be evil 
also; “for cut of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.” A pure 
heart will give forth truth and grace; 
but an evil heart will put forth evil 
things. One’s inner life is revealed by 
habitual behavior. The heart like a tree 
is known by its fruit. Pray for the 
Hebrew Christian Mission, Box 7 Lin- 
wood Station, Detroit 6, 

Fri—Luke 15:1-7. Cause for Rejoicing. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth.” 
The restoration of a sinner is more pre- 
cious to God, who has eternity in view, 
than we can possibly imagine And 
Christians who care for perishing souls 
have no higher bliss on earth than comes 
from the conversion of sinners. Most 
of us set too low a value on never dying 
souls. Pray for real heart care for souls 
in danger of eternal misery, 


Sat.—Luke 15:11-24. A Son Returns. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It was meet that 
we should make merry, and be glad: 
for this thy brother was dead, and is 
alive again: and was lost, and is found” 
(v. 32). The “alive again” experience of 
the prodigal son reminds us of the words 
in Ephesians 2:1, “And you hath he 
quickened [made alive], who were dead 
in . sins.” What greater joy can be 
known in God’s household than to see 
those who were dead in sins made alive 
unto God through the Lord Jesus Christ? 
It is “mete that we should make merry.” 
Pray that you may have this pleasure 
in your family and church. 


Sun.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 
A New Person. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “You oe 
quickened” (v, 1). Paul uses the 
phrase “new creatures” to -describe 
the change wrought by God's grace 
in Christ in making us alive unto 
Himself. A new heart and a new 
spirit make one a new person. The 
old things (listed in vs. 1-3, 5) have 
passed away, and the new things 
(mentioned in vs. 5-22) have become 
theirs in Christ. The man of old 
must be known no more: the “new 
man” which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness (Eph. 
4:24) must be in evidence day by day. 
Pray for Christians who have not yet 
come to know the _ victorious life 
Christ has for them, 








